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RPS for mobile boilers 

Regulatory Position Statement for mobile boilers
1 December 2025

1. Activity this Regulatory Position Statement (RPS) applies to
This RPS applies to temporarily located mobile boilers that are medium combustion plant (MCP) and either:

“New MCP” equal to or greater than 1 MW rated thermal input; or
“Existing MCP” greater than 5 MW rated thermal input.

“Existing MCP” means a medium combustion plant put into operation before 20 December 2018 or for which a permit was granted before 19 December 2017 provided that the plant is put into operation no later than 20 December 2018.

“New MCP” means a medium combustion plant which is not an existing medium combustion plant.

It does not apply to mobile generators that use a combustion engine, including boilers and steam generators where a combustion engine is used to generate electricity to heat water. For these types of MCP, you should contact SEPA.


2. SEPA Position
This RPS does not apply to sites already regulated by SEPA. In this case, you must contact SEPA in advance of the deployment.

This RPS does not change your legal requirement to have an environmental permit when you operate a mobile boiler that is an MCP. However, SEPA will not normally take enforcement action if you do not comply with this legal requirement provided that:
· Your activity meets the description set out in Section 1 of this RPS.
· You comply with the conditions set out in Section 3 of this RPS. 
· Your activity does not cause (and is not likely to cause) pollution of the environment or harm to human health. This includes pollution of air, water or land, and harm to human senses in the form of odour or noise.  

3. Specific Conditions  
You must:
· Only use mobile boilers and fuel combinations that meet the relevant emission limits set out in Tables 2 or 3 of Part 3 of Schedule 27 of the Environmental Authorisations Regulations (Scotland) 2018.
· Maintain and operate any mobile boiler to which this RPS applies in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.
· Following the identification of an event that has caused (or could cause) adverse impact to the environment or harm to human health:  
· Stop operating the mobile boiler.
· Take the necessary measures to limit any environmental consequences.
· Notify SEPA via the pollution hotline (0800 80 70 60).
as soon as reasonably practicable.
· Keep records for 6 years to show that you have complied with the RPS and make these records available to SEPA on request. 

You must not:
· Use any mobile boiler to which this RPS applies at the same site for more than 12 months. 

If you intend to use a mobile boiler at the same location for more than 12 months you must apply to SEPA for a permit.

4. General Conditions
· The RPS applies from the date of issue until it expires on 1 August 2027. 
· The terms of the RPS are subject to periodical review and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Any changes will be published by SEPA.
· SEPA reserves its discretion to depart from the RPS and take appropriate action as necessary. 
· The RPS applies only in Scotland. 

5. Things to note
SEPA is developing a permitting solution for mobile boilers while the RPS is in place.
 
6. If you cannot comply with the RPS
If you operate a mobile boiler under this RPS but can no longer comply with the conditions, you must stop the activity to which the RPS relates and contact SEPA for advice. 

End


If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk
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