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1. [bookmark: _Toc203062629][bookmark: _Toc203062801][bookmark: _Toc203129966][bookmark: _Toc203130254][bookmark: _Toc203130542][bookmark: _Toc203062630][bookmark: _Toc203062802][bookmark: _Toc203129967][bookmark: _Toc203130255][bookmark: _Toc203130543][bookmark: _Toc203062631][bookmark: _Toc203062803][bookmark: _Toc203129968][bookmark: _Toc203130256][bookmark: _Toc203130544][bookmark: _Toc203062632][bookmark: _Toc203062804][bookmark: _Toc203129969][bookmark: _Toc203130257][bookmark: _Toc203130545][bookmark: _Toc203062633][bookmark: _Toc203062805][bookmark: _Toc203129970][bookmark: _Toc203130258][bookmark: _Toc203130546][bookmark: _Toc203062634][bookmark: _Toc203062806][bookmark: _Toc203129971][bookmark: _Toc203130259][bookmark: _Toc203130547][bookmark: _Toc203062635][bookmark: _Toc203062807][bookmark: _Toc203129972][bookmark: _Toc203130260][bookmark: _Toc203130548][bookmark: _Toc203062636][bookmark: _Toc203062808][bookmark: _Toc203129973][bookmark: _Toc203130261][bookmark: _Toc203130549][bookmark: _Toc203062637][bookmark: _Toc203062809][bookmark: _Toc203129974][bookmark: _Toc203130262][bookmark: _Toc203130550][bookmark: _Toc203062638][bookmark: _Toc203062810][bookmark: _Toc203129975][bookmark: _Toc203130263][bookmark: _Toc203130551][bookmark: _Toc203062640][bookmark: _Toc203062812][bookmark: _Toc203129977][bookmark: _Toc203130265][bookmark: _Toc203130553][bookmark: _Toc203062641][bookmark: _Toc203062813][bookmark: _Toc203129978][bookmark: _Toc203130266][bookmark: _Toc203130554][bookmark: _Toc203062642][bookmark: _Toc203062814][bookmark: _Toc203129979][bookmark: _Toc203130267][bookmark: _Toc203130555][bookmark: _Toc212821466] Introduction
This guidance should be read alongside the Environmental Regulation (Scotland) Charging Scheme 2025 (the “Charging Scheme”). Whilst every effort has been made to ensure this guidance is consistent with the Charging Scheme, in the event of any conflict then the Charging Scheme takes precedence. 
Any words and phrases defined in the Charging Scheme and/or the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018 (“EASR”) shall have the same meaning in this guidance.
If you have any questions about the content of this guidance, or the appropriate application charge or annual charge for a specific application or authorisation, please contact us.
[bookmark: _Toc203062644][bookmark: _Toc203062816][bookmark: _Toc203129981][bookmark: _Toc203130269][bookmark: _Toc203130557][bookmark: _Toc202976593][bookmark: _Toc202976932][bookmark: _Toc202977160][bookmark: _Toc203062645][bookmark: _Toc203062817][bookmark: _Toc203129982][bookmark: _Toc203130270][bookmark: _Toc203130558][bookmark: _Toc202976594][bookmark: _Toc202976933][bookmark: _Toc202977161][bookmark: _Toc203062646][bookmark: _Toc203062818][bookmark: _Toc203129983][bookmark: _Toc203130271][bookmark: _Toc203130559][bookmark: _Toc202976595][bookmark: _Toc202976934][bookmark: _Toc202977162][bookmark: _Toc203062647][bookmark: _Toc203062819][bookmark: _Toc203129984][bookmark: _Toc203130272][bookmark: _Toc203130560][bookmark: _Toc202976596][bookmark: _Toc202976935][bookmark: _Toc202977163][bookmark: _Toc203062648][bookmark: _Toc203062820][bookmark: _Toc203129985][bookmark: _Toc203130273][bookmark: _Toc203130561][bookmark: _Toc202976597][bookmark: _Toc202976936][bookmark: _Toc202977164][bookmark: _Toc203062649][bookmark: _Toc203062821][bookmark: _Toc203129986][bookmark: _Toc203130274][bookmark: _Toc203130562][bookmark: _Toc202976598][bookmark: _Toc202976937][bookmark: _Toc202977165][bookmark: _Toc203062650][bookmark: _Toc203062822][bookmark: _Toc203129987][bookmark: _Toc203130275][bookmark: _Toc203130563][bookmark: _Toc202976599][bookmark: _Toc202976938][bookmark: _Toc202977166][bookmark: _Toc203062651][bookmark: _Toc203062823][bookmark: _Toc203129988][bookmark: _Toc203130276][bookmark: _Toc203130564][bookmark: _Toc202976600][bookmark: _Toc202976939][bookmark: _Toc202977167][bookmark: _Toc203062652][bookmark: _Toc203062824][bookmark: _Toc203129989][bookmark: _Toc203130277][bookmark: _Toc203130565][bookmark: _Toc112408358]

2. [bookmark: _Toc212821467] Pre-application charges
2.1. [bookmark: _Toc212821468][bookmark: _Hlk212618059]Pre-application phase
SEPA can charge for pre-application work under Section 43 of the Environment Act 1995. 
In the majority of circumstances, we will not charge for pre-application advice. However, we may charge for pre-application work where:
· There are significant differences in design and construction from a “typical” application for the relevant activity type. 
· There is potential for significant impacts on the environment. 
· The application is highly likely to be controversial. 
An example of the types of activities that may fall into this are energy from waste incinerators. 
We may also charge for pre-application work where:
· It is project work that may involve significant input from SEPA over a number of years prior to an application being submitted. 
Examples of these types of projects are road construction, windfarms, and major industrial construction sites.
Given the nature of the activities, it may be best undertaken on an hourly rate. This allows SEPA to work with the designer or developer to refine the design to ensure it minimises the impact on the environment and avoids any unnecessary delays in the determination process.
Given that the work is planned well in advance of the submission of applications it should be agreed in advance with the applicant that SEPA will only undertake this work where our costs would be met at the hourly rate set out in the Charging Scheme. This type of work is usually carried out under the ‘large and complex’ activity (refer to Section 4).


3. [bookmark: _Hlk212617929][bookmark: _Toc212821469] Application charges
3.1. [bookmark: _Hlk212615652][bookmark: _Toc112408364][bookmark: _Toc212821470]Application made for single activity
If you are applying for an authorisation for one activity, you will pay the application charge listed against the relevant activity type in column 5 of the Charging Scheme. Where one activity on an authorised place falls within two or more activity type descriptors, purely based on a threshold, then the activity application charge will be that of the higher threshold activity and the lower threshold activity will not apply.
3.2. [bookmark: _Toc201164946][bookmark: _Toc202976604][bookmark: _Toc202976943][bookmark: _Toc202977171][bookmark: _Toc203062660][bookmark: _Toc203062832][bookmark: _Toc203130073][bookmark: _Toc203130361][bookmark: _Toc203130649][bookmark: _Toc201164947][bookmark: _Toc202976605][bookmark: _Toc202976944][bookmark: _Toc202977172][bookmark: _Toc203062661][bookmark: _Toc203062833][bookmark: _Toc203130074][bookmark: _Toc203130362][bookmark: _Toc203130650][bookmark: _Toc212821471][bookmark: _Hlk211927566]Application made for more than one activity
Where a single application is made for more than one activity (of the same or different activity types), and SEPA considers that the relevant activities are reasonably associated with each other (associated activities), the Charging Scheme provides for the following discount rules to apply:
· The full application charge will apply to the activity type with the most expensive application charge.
· A 10% discount will apply to the application charge for each of the other associated activities included in the application.
SEPA will determine on a case-by-case basis, whether a specific activity is reasonably associated with another activity. The following guidance explains how we will make such a determination. 
An activity may be reasonably associated with another activity if it:
· Is carried on at the same authorised place. 
· Is part of the same process or scheme (e.g. a distillery which has a process effluent discharge, a cooling water discharge and abstraction and impoundment activities that are associated with the process).
[bookmark: _Toc203062663][bookmark: _Toc203062835][bookmark: _Toc203130076][bookmark: _Toc203130364][bookmark: _Toc203130652][bookmark: _Toc201164950][bookmark: _Toc202976608][bookmark: _Toc202976947][bookmark: _Toc202977175][bookmark: _Toc203062664][bookmark: _Toc203062836][bookmark: _Toc203130077][bookmark: _Toc203130365][bookmark: _Toc203130653]An example of how to apply the 10% discount for second and subsequent activities
Please note that the specific charges used in this example are for illustrative purposes only.
An application is received for two activities:
1. Landfill of non-hazardous waste (with no inert waste): 10 tonnes or more of waste per day or total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes with an application activity charge of £33,519 (Band 17).
2. Disposing of or recycling animal carcasses and animal waste at installations with a capacity greater than 10 tonnes per day with an application charge of £14,573 (Band 14).
Applying the 10% discount gives the following:
· The discount is not applied to the highest activity application charge.
· The 10 % discount is applied to the other activity application charge and the discounted charge is calculated as £14,573 discounted by 10% which equals £13,115.70.
· The total application charge is £33,519 plus £13,115.70 which equals £46,634.70. 

3.3. [bookmark: _Toc212821472]Application to vary an authorisation
[bookmark: _Toc112408375][bookmark: _Toc201322774]Before you apply to vary an authorisation, please contact us to discuss your application and appropriate fee.
There are three types of variations in the Charging Scheme:
· Administrative.
· Standard.
· Substantial. 
SEPA will determine, on a case-by-case basis, whether a specific application to vary an authorisation is an administrative, standard or substantial variation.
For both standard and substantial variations, the variation charge is a percentage of the application charge for the activity. If an authorisation contains more than one chargeable activity type, the variation charge is only applied to those activity types that are being varied.An example of how to calculate the charge when an applicant applies to vary one activity type to an authorisation that has more than one activity type
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only.
[bookmark: _Hlk210159781]An authorisation contains both a discharge (one activity type - application charge £4,272.00) and an abstraction (a second activity type – application charge £2,622.60). 
If the Authorised Person applies to vary a condition, or a number of conditions, that regulate the discharge, they will only pay a variation charge that is the relevant percentage of the application charge for the discharge (relevant percentage of £4,272.00) and not the abstraction.

3.3.1. [bookmark: _Toc212799099][bookmark: _Toc212799174][bookmark: _Toc212821473]Types of variation
The type of variation; administrative, standard or substantial will depend on the details of the proposed change by the applicant and whether a technical assessment is required by SEPA.  
Examples of technical assessment include work to:
· Assess the environmental impact.
· Assess impacts on the public or third parties.
· Consult with the public or public consultees.
· Assess Fit and Proper Person status.
The sections below give examples of circumstances for each type of variation.
3.3.2. [bookmark: _Toc212821474]Administrative variation
This is described as an “administrative application” in the Charging Scheme. 
There is no charge for making an application to SEPA for a purely administrative change to an authorisation as long as these changes do not involve any technical assessment of the application by SEPA.
Here are some examples of administrative variations:
· Correction to grid references where an error has occurred so long as the changes do not have any environmental or regulatory consequences.
· Correction of typographic or numbering errors.
· Reduction in certain aspects of the authorised activity: for example, abstraction or discharge flows or pollutant emissions where no assessment is required to assess any potential impacts on the environment.
· The change in the type of sea lice treatment used at a fish farm where a product with the same formulation is already included in the authorisation and no assessment is required to assess any potential impacts on the environment.
· A change to the pen configuration of a marine pen fish farm where no technical assessment is required. 
· [bookmark: _Toc201165130][bookmark: _Toc201322776]A change to the fuel type used at a Medium Combustion Plant where the new fuel results in lower emissions and no assessment is required to assess any potential impacts on the environment.
3.3.3. [bookmark: _Toc201164970][bookmark: _Toc202976624][bookmark: _Toc202976963][bookmark: _Toc202977191][bookmark: _Toc201164971][bookmark: _Toc202976625][bookmark: _Toc202976964][bookmark: _Toc202977192][bookmark: _Toc203062696][bookmark: _Toc203062868][bookmark: _Toc203130109][bookmark: _Toc203130397][bookmark: _Toc203130685][bookmark: _Toc201164972][bookmark: _Toc202976626][bookmark: _Toc202976965][bookmark: _Toc202977193][bookmark: _Toc203062697][bookmark: _Toc203062869][bookmark: _Toc203130110][bookmark: _Toc203130398][bookmark: _Toc203130686][bookmark: _Toc112408379][bookmark: _Toc212821475][bookmark: _Hlk211933560]Standard variation
A variation will be treated as a standard variation unless, in SEPA’s opinion, it is clearly an administrative or substantial variation. As set out in the Charging Scheme, applications for a standard variation are charged 30% of the total of the application charges applicable to the activity types which are the subject of the application. 






Here are some examples of standard variations:
· An application to increase the extent of the authorised activity where no, or minimal, technical assessment is required.
· [bookmark: _Int_5iEomNvP]An application for the addition of an activity to an authorisation, of a type already covered by the authorisation which is relatively small scale and has only a minimal impact on the environment. For example, the addition of a new abstraction location to an agricultural irrigation authorisation that does not increase the maximum volume that can be abstracted in aggregate under the authorisation. 
· An application to increase the annual throughput at a waste management site which does not increase the environmental risk posed by the authorised activity. This does not include an increase in storage capacity at the waste management site.
· An application to increase in storage capacity at an industrial activity permit which does not impact on emissions (including odour, noise and dust), or increase the environmental risk posed by the activity (either frequency or consequence from accidents).
· An application to change to certain reporting or monitoring requirements.
Where we have received an application for a variation that does result in a substantial technical assessment we may treat it as a standard variation, providing:
· It is not driven by commercial gain or to meet regulatory requirements; and,
· In SEPA’s opinion, it delivers an environmental improvement.
If an Authorised Person applies to vary an authorisation with the sole aim to reduce the applicable charges prior to the surrender of the authorisation, this may be treated by SEPA as a partial surrender. 
3.3.4. [bookmark: _Toc212821476]Substantial variation
A variation application will normally be considered a substantial variation where it involves a similar level of technical assessment to that required for an application for a new authorisation. 


Here are some examples of cases that may be treated as substantial variations: 
· An application to vary industrial activities that meet the requirements of SEPA’s guidance on identifying a substantial change for industrial activities.
· An application to add a new activity to an authorisation which is likely to involve a technical assessment or consultation similar to an application for a new authorisation. 
· An application to change to an authorisation that increases the environmental risk and therefore will require a technical assessment or consultation, including:
· Significant increases in scale.
· Increase in emissions.
· Changes in the nature of the process.
· Increase discharge volume.
· Changes in operating conditions.
· Changes in treatment techniques.
Please note: The level of risk is often determined by the nature and sensitivity of the receptor. For example, a small increase in an emission could be considered a significant risk if it had the potential to affect a protected species. 
· An application to increase the geographical extent of the authorised place which is likely to involve a technical assessment, for example site or baseline reports.
· Expanding an existing activity to a level that would, on its own, be considered a regulated activity, or where technical assessment similar to that of an application for a new authorisation is required. For industrial activities with no threshold, generally an increase of 50% would constitute a substantial change, however this may vary depending on the level of assessment involved. 


· New waste treatment or disposal activities at an authorised place. Including: 
· Changes to the geographical extent of an authorised place.
· Increased throughput; introduction of biodegradable waste. 
· Increases in the types or amount of waste stored on the authorised place.
· An increase in biomass at a marine pen fish farm necessitates a re-assessment of the entire authorisation, including the impact of increased organic deposition on the seabed and the amount of sea-lice treatment used.
· The introduction of a new type of sea lice treatment or product based on a formulation not previously authorised.
[bookmark: _Toc112408380]As set out in the Charging Scheme an application for a substantial variation will be charged 70% of the activity application charge. Where the application is to make a substantial variation to multiple activity types, the charge will be 70% of the total application charge for each activity. This will include 10% discount for each associated activity (see also Section 3.2 Application made for more than one activity).An example of how to calculate the charge when an applicant applies to vary multiple activities on a single authorisation
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only.
An application is made for a substantial variation for three activity types (A, B and C), all of which are considered by SEPA to be reasonably associated with each other. Activity type A has the highest application charge, £10,000. The application charge for activity B is £2,000 and for activity C is £1,000. 
To calculate the substantial variation charge, the following steps are applied.
1. The highest application charge (activity A) is payable in full.
2. 100% of the application charge for activity A (£10,000) + 90% of the application charge for each of activity B (£1,800) and activity C (£900) = £12,700. This is the total of the application charges applicable to the activities which are the subject of the application.
Take the figure calculated at step two (£12,700) and multiply by 70% = £8,890.

1. [bookmark: _Toc212817696][bookmark: _Toc212817785][bookmark: _Toc212817874][bookmark: _Toc212817963][bookmark: _Toc212818053][bookmark: _Toc212819077][bookmark: _Toc212819187][bookmark: _Toc212821477]
2. [bookmark: _Toc212817697][bookmark: _Toc212817786][bookmark: _Toc212817875][bookmark: _Toc212817964][bookmark: _Toc212818054][bookmark: _Toc212819078][bookmark: _Toc212819188][bookmark: _Toc212821478]
3. [bookmark: _Toc212817698][bookmark: _Toc212817787][bookmark: _Toc212817876][bookmark: _Toc212817965][bookmark: _Toc212818055][bookmark: _Toc212819079][bookmark: _Toc212819189][bookmark: _Toc212821479]
3.1. [bookmark: _Toc212817699][bookmark: _Toc212817788][bookmark: _Toc212817877][bookmark: _Toc212817966][bookmark: _Toc212818056][bookmark: _Toc212819080][bookmark: _Toc212819190][bookmark: _Toc212821480]
3.2. [bookmark: _Toc212817700][bookmark: _Toc212817789][bookmark: _Toc212817878][bookmark: _Toc212817967][bookmark: _Toc212818057][bookmark: _Toc212819081][bookmark: _Toc212819191][bookmark: _Toc212821481]
3.3. [bookmark: _Toc212817701][bookmark: _Toc212817790][bookmark: _Toc212817879][bookmark: _Toc212817968][bookmark: _Toc212818058][bookmark: _Toc212819082][bookmark: _Toc212819192][bookmark: _Toc212821482]
3.4. [bookmark: _Toc212821483]Application to surrender an authorisation
Before you apply to surrender an authorisation, please contact us to discuss your application and the appropriate fee. 
[bookmark: _Int_W4rSKac0]Any charges for the surrender of an authorisation will depend on the amount of technical assessment we have to carry out in order to determine the application.
The charges for an application for an administrative, standard, and substantial surrender are the same as the charges for equivalent variations, unless specifically described within the Charging Scheme, for example there is no charge to surrender an authorisation for a marine pen fish farm. 
For the surrender of any impoundment activity please see section 6.8 Removal of Impoundments for further details. 
3.4.1. [bookmark: _Toc203062702][bookmark: _Toc203062874][bookmark: _Toc203130115][bookmark: _Toc203130406][bookmark: _Toc203130694][bookmark: _Toc212821484]Administrative surrender
We have a number of authorisations that cover activities that are no longer carried on. We wish to encourage authorisation holders to surrender authorisations when they are no longer needed. Consequently, we will not charge for a surrender of an authorisation if the process of surrendering the authorisation does not involve us undertaking any further technical assessment.  
1. [bookmark: _Toc212817704][bookmark: _Toc212817793][bookmark: _Toc212817882][bookmark: _Toc212817971][bookmark: _Toc212818061][bookmark: _Toc212819085][bookmark: _Toc212819195][bookmark: _Toc212821485]
2. [bookmark: _Toc212817705][bookmark: _Toc212817794][bookmark: _Toc212817883][bookmark: _Toc212817972][bookmark: _Toc212818062][bookmark: _Toc212819086][bookmark: _Toc212819196][bookmark: _Toc212821486]
3. [bookmark: _Toc212817706][bookmark: _Toc212817795][bookmark: _Toc212817884][bookmark: _Toc212817973][bookmark: _Toc212818063][bookmark: _Toc212819087][bookmark: _Toc212819197][bookmark: _Toc212821487]
3.1. [bookmark: _Toc212817707][bookmark: _Toc212817796][bookmark: _Toc212817885][bookmark: _Toc212817974][bookmark: _Toc212818064][bookmark: _Toc212819088][bookmark: _Toc212819198][bookmark: _Toc212821488]
3.2. [bookmark: _Toc212817708][bookmark: _Toc212817797][bookmark: _Toc212817886][bookmark: _Toc212817975][bookmark: _Toc212818065][bookmark: _Toc212819089][bookmark: _Toc212819199][bookmark: _Toc212821489]
3.3. [bookmark: _Toc212817709][bookmark: _Toc212817798][bookmark: _Toc212817887][bookmark: _Toc212817976][bookmark: _Toc212818066][bookmark: _Toc212819090][bookmark: _Toc212819200][bookmark: _Toc212821490]
3.4. [bookmark: _Toc212817710][bookmark: _Toc212817799][bookmark: _Toc212817888][bookmark: _Toc212817977][bookmark: _Toc212818067][bookmark: _Toc212819091][bookmark: _Toc212819201][bookmark: _Toc212821491]
3.4.1. [bookmark: _Toc212817711][bookmark: _Toc212817800][bookmark: _Toc212817889][bookmark: _Toc212817978][bookmark: _Toc212818068][bookmark: _Toc212819092][bookmark: _Toc212819202][bookmark: _Toc212821492]
3.4.2. [bookmark: _Toc212821493]Standard surrender
[bookmark: _Int_uPIGdaGN]Where we consider that further technical assessment is likely to be needed in order to determine an application, it will be treated as a standard surrender. This would apply, for example, where a surrender of an authorisation requires an inspection in order to carry out a simple risk assessment. As set out in the Charging Scheme, the charge for a standard surrender application is 30% of the total of the activity application charges applicable to the activities which are the subject of the application. This is the same as the charge for a standard variation (see 3.3.3 Standard variation).
3.4.3. [bookmark: _Toc212821494]Substantial surrender
Where we consider that a significant amount of technical work is likely to be needed in order to determine the surrender application, it will be treated as a substantial surrender. The Charging Scheme provides that the charge for a substantial surrender is 70% of the total of the activity application charges applicable to the activities which are the subject of the application. This is the same as a charge for a substantial variation (see 3.3.4 Substantial variation). The scale of technical work is more than SEPA considers is likely to be needed in relation to a standard surrender application and may be comparable or exceed the amount of technical work involved in determining an application for a new authorisation.
Depending on the level of technical work likely to be needed, examples of substantial surrenders may include:
· The surrender of landfill authorisations involving assessment of the condition of the authorised place (such as the long-term environmental impacts of continuing emissions and legacy issues). 
· The surrender of Schedule 20 (industrial emissions activities) authorisations involving assessment of closure reports required under EASR.
1. [bookmark: _Toc212817714][bookmark: _Toc212817803][bookmark: _Toc212817892][bookmark: _Toc212817981][bookmark: _Toc212818071][bookmark: _Toc212819095][bookmark: _Toc212819205][bookmark: _Toc212821495][bookmark: _Toc112408381]
2. [bookmark: _Toc212817715][bookmark: _Toc212817804][bookmark: _Toc212817893][bookmark: _Toc212817982][bookmark: _Toc212818072][bookmark: _Toc212819096][bookmark: _Toc212819206][bookmark: _Toc212821496]
3. [bookmark: _Toc212817716][bookmark: _Toc212817805][bookmark: _Toc212817894][bookmark: _Toc212817983][bookmark: _Toc212818073][bookmark: _Toc212819097][bookmark: _Toc212819207][bookmark: _Toc212821497]
3.1. [bookmark: _Toc212817717][bookmark: _Toc212817806][bookmark: _Toc212817895][bookmark: _Toc212817984][bookmark: _Toc212818074][bookmark: _Toc212819098][bookmark: _Toc212819208][bookmark: _Toc212821498]
3.2. [bookmark: _Toc212817718][bookmark: _Toc212817807][bookmark: _Toc212817896][bookmark: _Toc212817985][bookmark: _Toc212818075][bookmark: _Toc212819099][bookmark: _Toc212819209][bookmark: _Toc212821499]
3.3. [bookmark: _Toc212817719][bookmark: _Toc212817808][bookmark: _Toc212817897][bookmark: _Toc212817986][bookmark: _Toc212818076][bookmark: _Toc212819100][bookmark: _Toc212819210][bookmark: _Toc212821500]
3.4. [bookmark: _Toc212817720][bookmark: _Toc212817809][bookmark: _Toc212817898][bookmark: _Toc212817987][bookmark: _Toc212818077][bookmark: _Toc212819101][bookmark: _Toc212819211][bookmark: _Toc212821501]
3.5. [bookmark: _Toc212821502]Application to transfer an authorisation
Under EASR, before issuing an authorisation we must be satisfied that the applicant is in control of the activity and is a fit and proper person (please refer to our Guidance on Who Can Hold An Authorisation ) . This applies equally when an Authorised Person applies to transfer an authorisation to another person. The level of assessment will be proportionate to the nature of the activity, its risk to the environment, or where we have information to suggest that a person may require a more detailed assessment.
The Charging Scheme provides that the charge to transfer an authorisation is based on the required level of assessment: a Standard Transfer fee or a Substantial Transfer fee. 
A Standard Transfer application applies to the transfer of an authorisation (Registration or Permit) to another person, which only requires a basic assessment of whether that person is in control of the activity and is a fit and proper person. The charge is set out in Table 1 of the Charging Scheme.
A Substantial Transfer application applies to the transfer of a Permit to another person, which requires a complex assessment of whether that person is in control of the activity and fit and proper. The charge is set out in Table 1 of the Charging Scheme.
For the transfer of radioactive substances nuclear permits, we will continue to apply a relevant time and materials cost.
3.5.1. [bookmark: _Toc212821503]Transferring multiple authorisations
If the current Authorised Person wants to transfer multiple authorisations, at one time, to the same person, then the charge will be reduced and calculated based on the following method. The calculation reflects the expected level of work given that the assessment will vary depending on the type of authorisation, underlying legislative requirements and the number of authorisations. The following discount rules will be applied:
· The first authorisation to be transferred will be charged the full amount.
· For the subsequent second and third authorisations the fee will be reduced by 10% for each one.
· [bookmark: _Toc203130124][bookmark: _Toc203130412][bookmark: _Toc203130700][bookmark: _Toc203130125][bookmark: _Toc203130413][bookmark: _Toc203130701]For the subsequent fourth onwards the transfer the fee will be reduced by 50%.
An example of how to apply the discount rules when transferring multiple authorisations (Substantial transfer)
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only.
An application is received transfer five authorisations: authorisation A, authorisation B, authorisation C, authorisation D, authorisation E.      
The substantial transfer application charge is £1,837.
Applying the discount rules:
· Authorisation A is charged at £1837.
· A 10% discount is applied to authorisations B and C and charge is calculated to be £1837 multiplied by 0.9 plus £1837 multiplied by 0.9 which equals £3306.
· A 50% discount is applied to authorisation D & E and charge is calculated to be £1837 multiplied by 0.5 plus £1837 multiplied by 0.5 which equals £1837.
The total cost to transfer all five authorisations is £6,980.

3.5.2. [bookmark: _Toc212821504] Application to transfer a revocation notice
SEPA can serve a Revocation Notice on an Authorised Person revoking their authorisation. We may apply certain conditions to the notice that the Authorised Person must comply with before we revoke their authorisation. There may be exceptional circumstances where an Authorised Person applies to transfer the authorisation and the Revocation Notice to another party. 
In such circumstances, we will charge a Substantial Transfer fee for the transfer of the Revocation Notice to cover the additional costs of assessing whether the other party is fit and proper, has or will have control over the activity, and will comply with the conditions in the Notice. 
3.6. [bookmark: _Toc212821505]Imposition, escalation and de-escalation of an authorisation
Part 13 of EASR gives us the power to impose an application in certain circumstances. For example, where an activity is being carried out that is not authorised or is being carried out under a lower level of authorisation than is required, then we may impose an application for the appropriate authorisation.
The person that SEPA considers to be in control of the carrying on of the regulated activity will be given notice by SEPA where we have decided to impose an application. As set out in the Charging Scheme, where SEPA imposes an application, we will charge the appropriate application fee plus an additional 25% charge. 
Where we have decided to impose an application in circumstances where the person is already carrying on an activity under a permit, and which should be authorised by a registration, we will apply only the appropriate application charge for the activities which are the subject of the de-escalation.
3.7. [bookmark: _Toc212821506]Consolidation of an existing authorisation
Authorised Persons may hold more than one authorisation. This could be multiple activities issued under EASR, or activities authorised with under previous legislation, for example, Waste Management Licencing (Scotland) Regulations 2011 (WML), Controlled Activities Regulations (CAR) or Pollution, Prevention and Control (Scotland) Regulations 2012 (PPC). An Authorised Person may apply to consolidate their existing authorisation(s). Please note: Radioactive sealed source permits cannot be consolidated due to the administrative measures needed to comply with the National Security Direction.
There are two scenarios where an Authorised Person may apply to consolidate an authorisation:
1) The Authorised Person holds a single authorisation that has been varied multiple times (excluding any new variations) (“basic consolidation”).
In this scenario the Authorised Person may prefer a consolidated authorisation, including all the conditions they must comply with in one authorisation. The Charging Scheme provides that there will be no application charge for such a consolidation. 
Where an application to consolidate an authorisation includes a variation or partial surrender then the applicable variation or surrender charges will apply.
Where the time and resource required to consolidate a single authorisation is excessive, we may refuse an application to consolidate an authorisation.  
2) The Authorised Person holds multiple authorisations for different regulated activities (including waste, water, industrial emissions, or radioactive substances), and the underlying activities are reasonably associated activities (“complex consolidation”). 
In this scenario, the Authorised Person may prefer a consolidated authorisation, comprising all the conditions that they must comply with across different regimes in one authorisation. This work will require a form of technical assessment to bring multiple activities into one authorisation.  The Charging Scheme provides that for a complex consolidation; we will charge 30% of the application charges applicable to the activities which are the subject of the application to consolidate. This includes a 10% discount for any associated activity. The charge for a complex consolidation is calculated in the same way as the charge for a standard surrender (see 3.4.2 Standard surrender) involving associated activities.
This charge would be in addition to any variation or surrender application charges should the Authorised Person apply to vary or surrender any existing authorisations at the same time. 
SEPA will not accept requests for a Corporate Permit. This is where the Authorised Person holds multiple authorisations for regulated activities, but the activities are not reasonably associated with each other. 
While we can foresee potential efficiency savings for the authorisation holder, we would be required to develop new charging systems and carefully consider how we recover our costs. We may review this as part of a wider review of our charging scheme in the future.
3.8. [bookmark: _Toc112408382][bookmark: _Toc212821507]Application amendment
A set out in the Charging Scheme, where an applicant requests to amend an application that is in the process of being determined and this is agreed in writing by SEPA, a charge of 30% of the total of the application charges will apply. SEPA will only apply this when the amendment results in the need for further consultation.  
Where the proposed amendment relates to an application for a radioactive substances nuclear activity (or any other large and complex activity) the applicable relevant time and materials charge applies (activity reference 10516). 
3.9. [bookmark: _Toc202976641][bookmark: _Toc202976980][bookmark: _Toc202977208][bookmark: _Toc203062715][bookmark: _Toc203062887][bookmark: _Toc203130130][bookmark: _Toc203130418][bookmark: _Toc203130706][bookmark: _Toc202976642][bookmark: _Toc202976981][bookmark: _Toc202977209][bookmark: _Toc203062716][bookmark: _Toc203062888][bookmark: _Toc203130131][bookmark: _Toc203130419][bookmark: _Toc203130707][bookmark: _Toc202976643][bookmark: _Toc202976982][bookmark: _Toc202977210][bookmark: _Toc203062717][bookmark: _Toc203062889][bookmark: _Toc203130132][bookmark: _Toc203130420][bookmark: _Toc203130708][bookmark: _Toc202976644][bookmark: _Toc202976983][bookmark: _Toc202977211][bookmark: _Toc203062718][bookmark: _Toc203062890][bookmark: _Toc203130133][bookmark: _Toc203130421][bookmark: _Toc203130709][bookmark: _Toc112408385][bookmark: _Toc212821508]Advertising
Where SEPA advertises an application for waste, water or industrial activities, the Charging Scheme provides that an additional fixed charge shall apply (see paragraph 8.3). For radioactive substances nuclear consultations, the applicant will be invoiced the full charge incurred by SEPA.
3.10. [bookmark: _Toc212821509] Commercial confidentiality
The Charging Scheme provides that a relevant time and materials charge is payable for an application for commercial confidentiality under EASR. This includes any application made as part of a response to an information or regulatory notice.
[bookmark: _Toc201164985][bookmark: _Toc201164986][bookmark: _Toc201164988]There is no additional charge to determine an application for commercial confidentiality when this is submitted as part of an application. 


4. [bookmark: _Toc212821510] Applications for large and complex activities
Large and complex activity charges apply to activities not fitting into standard activity types described in table 1A, column 5 of the Charging Scheme. Due to their scale and complexity, these activities often require years of preparation before applications are submitted to SEPA. Early engagement is recommended to ensure good applications are submitted preventing delays and minimising costs. 
A “large and complex activity” is defined in the Charging Scheme as one of the following activities or, with the exception of paragraph (f), an activity of equivalent scale and complexity:

(a) Construction of a large cross-catchment hydropower scheme;
(b) A large windfarm;
(c) A large infrastructure scheme (such as roads, electricity);
(d) Construction of a waste incinerator;
(e) Any project which involves major re-engineering of water bodies; or
(f) Any activity carried out at a nuclear site within the meaning of the Energy Act 2004, or an activity of equivalent scale or complexity.
SEPA will decide on a case-by-case basis whether the activity that is the subject of an application is a large and complex activity. 
There are four categories of large and complex activity:
· Predominantly application phase.
· Predominantly application phase plus development phase.
· Project working.
· Radioactive substance activities.
The following section outlines how this can be broadly assessed, and if you have any questions or require assistance, please contact us. 
4.1. [bookmark: _Toc212821511][bookmark: _Toc112408369][bookmark: _Toc203641079]Predominantly application phase
Application work may be a considered large and complex activity where:
· There are significant differences in design and construction from a “typical” application for the relevant activity type.
· There is potential for impacts on the environment.
· The application is highly likely to be controversial. 
An example of the types of activities that may fall into this are energy from waste incinerators.
Pre-application work as described above should be charged for and agreed with the operator / council / person requesting the work.
4.2. [bookmark: _Toc112408370][bookmark: _Toc203641080][bookmark: _Toc212821512]Predominantly application plus site development phase
Activities which would typically fall into this category include large construction projects that undertake one or more water activities (including the discharge of water run-off from a construction site to the water environment) and are:
· A project (or part of a project) that is a National Development, as identified in the National Planning Framework.
· An onshore electricity generating station, wind farm or power station with a capacity of greater than 50 megawatts.
· A linear project greater than 25km in length.
A decision on whether a project should be considered large and complex is taken on a case-by-case basis using the above criteria as guidelines. 
[bookmark: _Int_eQy79v9a][bookmark: _Int_3i1aQm6m]Authorisations for large construction projects will regulate development phase of the work, so the hourly rate will generally apply during this construction phase. Once constructed any remaining authorisations for ongoing activities be charged under the annual charges for the relevant activity types.
4.3. [bookmark: _Toc212821513][bookmark: _Toc112408371][bookmark: _Toc203641081]Project working
Project work is expected to cover activities which may take several years in development before SEPA would have traditionally been involved at an application stage. A project may cover what would have been several separate applications from different applicants and timeframes but on some linked areas of work (e.g. road, windfarm, bridge, major industrial construction site).
Given the long-term nature of the project and how the work will change with time, it is best undertaken on an hourly rate. This allows SEPA to work with the designer or developer, or in the case of trunk roads, Transport Scotland, to refine the design to ensure it minimises the impact on the environment. This method of working allows applicants to develop applications with significant input from SEPA to avoid any unnecessary delays in the determination process and minimising the risk of additional costs for the design.
Given that the work is planned well in advance of the submission of applications it should be agreed in advance with the applicant that SEPA will only undertake this work where our costs would be met at the hourly rate set out in the Charging Scheme.
4.4. [bookmark: _Toc203641082][bookmark: _Toc212821514][bookmark: _Hlk212615299]Radioactive substances activities
Some radioactive substance activities, due to the scale and/or complexity, require additional technical input or assessment and do not fit into the standard charging activity structure. 
Any radioactive substance activity that is carried out at a nuclear site, within the meaning of the Energy Act 2004, or a radioactive substance non-nuclear activity of the equivalent scale or complexity will be charged hourly, at the relevant time and materials fee.  It should be noted that the hourly rate for radioactive substances applications and annual fees will be higher than the rate normally applied given the specialist nature of the work.



[bookmark: _Toc212821515]4.5. Charging under large and complex activity (excluding radioactive substances activities)
[bookmark: _Toc212821516][bookmark: _Hlk212624339]4.5.1. Prepayment
The intention is for SEPA to receive payment at the start of the work for:
· 25% of the estimated costs for the project year if the project is going to last over 6 months.
· For projects less than 6 months SEPA will invoice 50% of the estimated cost.
Invoicing will take into account any prepaid sum until such time as the prepayment is fully used up. 
[bookmark: _Toc212821517]4.5.2. Invoicing
We will invoice every three months over the pre-application period, determination process and relevant post-authorisation period, taking into account, the initial prepayment (where applicable). After the application has been determined, we may continue to charge for project work as a ‘large and complex’ activity to cover our ongoing costs, including during the delivery phase of the project. This will be in addition to the annual charge payable for the authorisation and will continue until the project no longer imposes additional demands on our resources, after which time, the annual charge will apply.
Where an invoice has not been issued for any period, this will be added to a subsequent invoice to ensure all time is recovered.
[bookmark: _Toc201164992][bookmark: _Toc202976649][bookmark: _Toc202976988][bookmark: _Toc202977216][bookmark: _Toc203062723][bookmark: _Toc203062895][bookmark: _Toc203130138][bookmark: _Toc203130426][bookmark: _Toc203130714][bookmark: _Toc201164993][bookmark: _Toc202976650][bookmark: _Toc202976989][bookmark: _Toc202977217][bookmark: _Toc203062724][bookmark: _Toc203062896][bookmark: _Toc203130139][bookmark: _Toc203130427][bookmark: _Toc203130715][bookmark: _Toc201164994][bookmark: _Toc202976651][bookmark: _Toc202976990][bookmark: _Toc202977218][bookmark: _Toc203062725][bookmark: _Toc203062897][bookmark: _Toc203130140][bookmark: _Toc203130428][bookmark: _Toc203130716][bookmark: _Toc201164995][bookmark: _Toc202976652][bookmark: _Toc202976991][bookmark: _Toc202977219][bookmark: _Toc203062726][bookmark: _Toc203062898][bookmark: _Toc203130141][bookmark: _Toc203130429][bookmark: _Toc203130717][bookmark: _Toc201164996][bookmark: _Toc202976653][bookmark: _Toc202976992][bookmark: _Toc202977220][bookmark: _Toc203062727][bookmark: _Toc203062899][bookmark: _Toc203130142][bookmark: _Toc203130430][bookmark: _Toc203130718][bookmark: _Toc201164997][bookmark: _Toc202976654][bookmark: _Toc202976993][bookmark: _Toc202977221][bookmark: _Toc203062728][bookmark: _Toc203062900][bookmark: _Toc203130143][bookmark: _Toc203130431][bookmark: _Toc203130719]

5. [bookmark: _Toc212821518] Annual charges
The Charging Scheme provides that SEPA can apply an annual charge. The annual charge is made up of the activity component and, if applicable, the environmental component. The following sections provide more information on each component. 
5.1. [bookmark: _Toc212821519]Activity component
The activity component is determined by the activity types covered by the authorisation. 
A list of activity types and the corresponding activity components are listed in column 7, table 1A of the Charging Scheme. 
To help find your activity type and the activity component, the table has been broken down into Key Sectors (Column 2) then Sectors (Column 3) and Regulatory Sectors (Column 4).
Where an authorisation covers a single instance of a single activity type, the activity component is equal to the charge listed in column 7, table 1A of the Charging Scheme.
If more than one activity type is included in your authorisation, then refer to section 5.1.1 to see how to calculate the activity component for multiple activities.
5.1.1. [bookmark: _Toc212821520]Calculation of activity component for multiple activities
The Charging Scheme provides that, where more than one activity is the subject of an authorisation, the following discount rules apply:
· Where an authorisation covers two or more instances of the same activity type, a 75% discount will be applied to the second and subsequent activity types.
· Where an authorisation covers two or more different activity types, a 10% discount will be applied to the second and subsequent activity types.




When considering whether a multiple activity discount applies, the following should be noted:
· No discount applies to the highest activity component.
· The discount rules apply to the remaining activity components. Only one discount rule should apply to any one activity type.
· [bookmark: _Hlk211938546]Where an authorisation comprises one instance of activity type A (highest) and two instances of activity type B (B1 and B2), the 10% discount does not apply to B1 because the 75% discount will apply to B2. Please see example below. 
· The discount rules only apply to activities within by an individual authorisation. Where an installation or authorised place has multiple authorisations, it does not apply to activities across separate authorisations.
· The multi-activity discount does not apply to the environmental component. 
An example of how to apply 10% discount for a second and subsequent activity
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only and are based on charges from 2025/26.
Authorisation A contains the following activity types:
1. Landfill of non-hazardous waste: 10 tonnes or more of waste per day or total capacity exceeding 25,000 tonnes, excluding landfills of inert waste
2. Disposing of or recycling animal carcasses and animal waste at installations with a capacity greater than 10 tonnes per day. 
The first activity type has an activity component charge of £14,158 and the second activity type has and activity component charge of £7110.
A 10% discount is applied to the second activity type £7110 multiplied by 0.9 which equals £6399.
The total activity component charge is £14,158 plus £6399 which equals £20,557. 


An example where an authorisation comprises one instance of activity type A and two instances of activity type B 
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only
Authorisation X contains the 3 regulated activities under 2 activity types:
1. 1 x discharge (except cooling water) from a distillery or brewery: greater than 100 cubic metres per day (Type A)
2. 2 x abstractions from inland waters for a distillery or brewery: cooling water that is greater than 50 cubic metres per day (Type B)
As the authorisation comprises one instance of activity type A (highest) and two instances of activity type B (B1 and B2), the 10% discount does not apply to B1 because the 75% discount will apply to B2. 
The first activity type (Type A) has an activity component charge of £2833.04. This gets no discount. 
The second activity type (B1 and B2) has and activity component charge of £931.61.
B1 gets no discount (£931.61) as B2 gets a 75% discount (£232.90)
The total activity component charge is £2833.04 plus £931.61plus £232.90 which equals £3997.55. 

5.2. [bookmark: _Toc212821521]Environmental component
The environmental component generally applies to larger activity types except radioactive substances activities and waste to land for soil improvement activities.
Column 8, table 1A of the Charging Scheme indicates whether the environmental component applies to a particular activity type. Where the environmental component applies (indicated by a Y) then please refer to the Environmental Assessment Scheme. 
The Environmental Assessment Scheme produces an environmental score for authorisations where the environmental component applies and sets out how these scores are calculated. The score is calculated from the scale of regulated emissions/abstractions/throughput, and a factor that reflects the environmental significance of the activity. 
You can find the table of scores for existing authorisations on our website. The scores are based on emissions, abstractions, waste disposals for the period 2014 to 2016, or relevant authorisation conditions. For applications for new activities the Charge Calculator on our website can be used to estimate the score. 
Please note: for hydropower schemes with generation capacity greater than 2MW, the environmental component is the environmental score multiplied by the product of (a) the financial factor and (b) the factor identified in table 2 of the Charging Scheme.
An example of calculating annual charges for a single activity type with an environmental component
Please note that the charges, scores and financial factors in this example are for illustrative purposes only and are based on charges from 2025/26.
The activity type Abstraction: Agriculture (irrigation - mobile and/or fixed intake) > 2000m3/d has an activity component charge is £1261 and column 8, table 1A confirms that the environmental component charge applies. 
Calculating the environmental component
The Environmental Assessment Scheme Table of Scores indicates that the abstraction of water score is 100.
Section 9 of the charging scheme indicates that the financial factor for abstractions is £22.
The Environmental Component of the charge is 100 multiplied by £22 which equals £2200.
Total annual charge 
The total annual charge will be the activity component charge (£1261) plus the environmental component charge (£2200) which equals £3461.

5.2.1. [bookmark: _Toc202976659][bookmark: _Toc202976998][bookmark: _Toc202977226][bookmark: _Toc203062733][bookmark: _Toc203062905][bookmark: _Toc203130148][bookmark: _Toc203130436][bookmark: _Toc203130724][bookmark: _Toc203130150][bookmark: _Toc203130438][bookmark: _Toc203130726][bookmark: _Toc203130151][bookmark: _Toc203130439][bookmark: _Toc203130727][bookmark: _Toc203130166][bookmark: _Toc203130454][bookmark: _Toc203130742][bookmark: _Toc203130167][bookmark: _Toc203130455][bookmark: _Toc203130743][bookmark: _Toc203130168][bookmark: _Toc203130456][bookmark: _Toc203130744][bookmark: _Toc203130169][bookmark: _Toc203130457][bookmark: _Toc203130745][bookmark: _Toc203130170][bookmark: _Toc203130458][bookmark: _Toc203130746][bookmark: _Toc203130171][bookmark: _Toc203130459][bookmark: _Toc203130747][bookmark: _Toc203130172][bookmark: _Toc203130460][bookmark: _Toc203130748][bookmark: _Toc203130173][bookmark: _Toc203130461][bookmark: _Toc203130749][bookmark: _Toc203130174][bookmark: _Toc203130462][bookmark: _Toc203130750][bookmark: _Toc203130175][bookmark: _Toc203130463][bookmark: _Toc203130751][bookmark: _Toc203130176][bookmark: _Toc203130464][bookmark: _Toc203130752][bookmark: _Toc203130177][bookmark: _Toc203130465][bookmark: _Toc203130753][bookmark: _Toc203130178][bookmark: _Toc203130466][bookmark: _Toc203130754][bookmark: _Toc203130179][bookmark: _Toc203130467][bookmark: _Toc203130755][bookmark: _Toc203130180][bookmark: _Toc203130468][bookmark: _Toc203130756][bookmark: _Toc203130181][bookmark: _Toc203130469][bookmark: _Toc203130757][bookmark: _Toc203130182][bookmark: _Toc203130470][bookmark: _Toc203130758][bookmark: _Toc203130183][bookmark: _Toc203130471][bookmark: _Toc203130759][bookmark: _Toc203062735][bookmark: _Toc203062907][bookmark: _Toc203130184][bookmark: _Toc203130472][bookmark: _Toc203130760][bookmark: _Toc203062736][bookmark: _Toc203062908][bookmark: _Toc203130185][bookmark: _Toc203130473][bookmark: _Toc203130761][bookmark: _Toc203062737][bookmark: _Toc203062909][bookmark: _Toc203130186][bookmark: _Toc203130474][bookmark: _Toc203130762][bookmark: _Toc203130187][bookmark: _Toc203130475][bookmark: _Toc203130763][bookmark: _Toc203130188][bookmark: _Toc203130476][bookmark: _Toc203130764][bookmark: _Toc203130189][bookmark: _Toc203130477][bookmark: _Toc203130765][bookmark: _Toc203130190][bookmark: _Toc203130478][bookmark: _Toc203130766][bookmark: _Toc212821522]Activity component for large and complex activities
The Charging Scheme provides that the activity component for large and complex activities and some nuclear activities is the relevant time and materials cost. For nuclear sites this will be the standard way of recovering our costs. For other projects, such as the construction of waste incinerators and major developments affecting the water environment, the relevant time and materials costs will be additional to the annual charges relevant to the activity.
Activity component for large and complex activities will be invoiced in arrears, payable on demand. 
[bookmark: _Toc203062739][bookmark: _Toc203062911][bookmark: _Toc203130193][bookmark: _Toc203130481][bookmark: _Toc203130769][bookmark: _Toc203062740][bookmark: _Toc203062912][bookmark: _Toc203130194][bookmark: _Toc203130482][bookmark: _Toc203130770]There are different relevant time and materials rates for large and complex radioactive substances activities (activity reference 10516) and all other large and complex activities (activity reference 10000). 

6. [bookmark: _Toc212821523] Additional guidance
6.1. [bookmark: _Toc212821524][bookmark: _Hlk211947015]Remedial treatment of land and the water environment using waste
Remedial treatment authorisations are generally used to treat contaminated soils using mobile plant. They are not based at one specific location and often the applicant may not know the locations of where the mobile plant will be used at the time of application. Work in this sector is also sporadic, with some mobile plants being deployed and used at several locations within a year, whilst others will not be deployed at all.
Prior to operating at a particular location an Authorised Person must submit to SEPA a deployment plan to detail the proposed activities. Where this deployment plan covers the treatment of less than 10,000 tonnes of waste, SEPA will regard this as a standard deployment. Where it covers the treatment of 10,000 tonnes or more of waste, SEPA will regard it as a large-scale deployment. Deployments will not be time-limited.
The Charging Scheme provides that charges for treatment of waste for the purpose of remedial action with respect to land or the water environment (mobile plant) are as follows:
1. Application charge (activity reference 20067).
2. Annual charge (activity component) (activity reference 20067).
3. A deployment charge, which is dependent on scale of deployment:
a. Standard scale deployment, which uses less than 10,000 tonnes of material (activity reference 20068).
b. Large scale deployment, which uses 10,000 tonnes or more of material (activity reference 20069).
These activities are not subject to an environmental component.
Remedial treatment charging scenarios
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only and are based on charges from 2025/26.
1. No deployments in a year.

The operator is only subject to the annual activity component charge of £1,706. 
2. One standard deployment in a year.

For this deployment, the operator would submit a deployment plan to us and is subject to the standard deployment fee of £4,137.
Over the year the total charge would be the annual activity component charge of £1,706 and the standard deployment fee of £4,137. The total for the year is £5,843.
3. Three deployments in a year: two standard deployments and one large deployment.

For this deployment, the operator would submit a separate deployment plan for each deployment and the relevant fees of £4,137 per standard deployment and £7,034 per large deployment.
The total charge over the year would be the annual activity component charge of £1,706 and the deployment fees. The total for this example is £17,014.

6.2. [bookmark: _Toc212821525] Landfill Authorisations
Landfill authorisations covering waste or industrial activities, previously regulated under Waste Management Licensing (Scotland) Regulations 2011 or Pollution Prevention & Control (Scotland) Regulations 2012, have two phases; operational or closed. 
For charging purposes, a landfill is considered as operational when waste continues to be received at the authorised place or it is in the process of closing down but before SEPA has varied the authorisation and served a Definite Closure Notice.
For the purposes of the closed landfill activity types in the Charging Scheme, a landfill is considered as closed once SEPA has varied the authorisation and has served a Definite Closure Notice. For the avoidance of doubt the full annual charge (activity component and environmental component) for the relevant activity type(s) will continue to apply until the Definite Closure Notice is served and the relevant authorisation has been surrendered in whole.
6.3. [bookmark: _Toc112408407][bookmark: _Toc212821526]Seasonal abstractions
As set out in the Charging Scheme, SEPA will apply a ‘winter only’ status to ‘winter only abstractions’. These are abstractions that only take place between 1 October and 31 March and includes any abstractions to fill an isolated pond or off-line impoundment that stores at least 75% of the water required during the summer. A ‘winter only’ status reduces the activity component by 62% (paragraph 10.4.4).
6.4. [bookmark: _Toc112408408][bookmark: _Toc212821527]Seasonal discharges
Where any discharge activity type occurs only seasonally (for example a campsite that closes during the winter), then a status of “seasonally inactive” can be applied for the months that it is closed. This reduces the activity component to zero during those inactive months.
6.5. [bookmark: _Toc112408409][bookmark: _Toc212821528]Hydropower schemes
The application charge for any hydropower application is calculated on the basis of a single charge covering all abstractions and impoundments (not impounding more than 25,000m3) and all engineering activity application charges directly associated with the construction of impoundments, or abstraction and return points.
Hydropower schemes that have individual impoundments which impound greater than 25,000m3 will be subject also to an application charge for each impoundment greater than 25,000m3.
If a hydropower scheme has benefited from a “not built” fee waiver, as set out in 10.2.2 of the Charging Scheme, the activity component will commence once construction starts, but an environmental component (if any) will not commence until the hydropower scheme is operational and abstracting.
The Charging Scheme provides that application charges and activity component for hydropower schemes with generating capacity greater than 0.1 MW and less than 2MW are based on the impact categories minor, moderate and large given below.
The principal environmental impact of hydropower schemes relates to changes to the flow of the watercourse associated with removal of water to power hydroelectric turbines, barriers to fish migration and sediment movement associated with dams. This can be large scale, as seen in cases where major rivers or lochs have a substantial constructed dam, which fundamentally changes the shape or size of the water body. The impacts can also be at a very much smaller scale where a minor dam or diverting weir is built to take a proportion of the flow from a river to power a small turbine. In either case, the impact that is of concern is a change in the amount of water present in the river and the effect that it has on the aquatic ecosystem as a whole. The Scottish Government has set out Scottish Directions and The Solway Tweed Directions  containing flow standards that must be taken into account when assessing the state of the water environment.
[bookmark: _Int_kRjyNY09]The following identifies how SEPA classify the minor, moderate and large impact categories:
· Minor impact: The abstraction(s) has/have not impacted the flow sufficiently to lead to a deterioration of the relevant environmental flow standards as set out Schedule 2 in tables B1.1 to B1.7 in The Scotland River Basin District (Standards) Directions 2024 (Scottish Directions) and The Solway Tweed River Basin District (Standards) (Scotland) Directions 2024 (Solway Tweed Directions).
· [bookmark: _Int_XLKlSEE2]Moderate impact: The abstraction(s) has/have impacted the flow sufficiently to lead to a failure of the relevant environmental flow standards, but this impact is either on a small river with a catchment area of less than 10km2 or the impact is not across a significant proportion of the river water body as set out in tables 1.1 and 1.2 of Schedule 4 of the Scottish Directions and The Solway Tweed Directions. 
· [bookmark: _Int_nYQSDltE]Large impact: The abstraction(s) has/have impacted the flow sufficiently to lead to a deterioration of the relevant environmental flow across a significant proportion of a river water body with a catchment area greater than 10 km2 as set out in tables 1.1 and 1.2 of Schedule 4 of the Scottish Directions and The Solway Tweed Directions.
SEPA will assess the relevant impact category on a case-by-case basis.

6.6. [bookmark: _Toc112408411][bookmark: _Toc212821529]Water source heat pumps
SEPA recognises the importance of promoting the development of renewable energy generation as a contribution to reducing global warming. We therefore do not want our charges to be a disincentive for small-scale energy generation. We will charge a registration scale application fee for the abstraction for this activity.
There is currently no specific charging activity description for this type of activity. Therefore, the application activity is covered by the application fee for ‘Any other water activity subject to a Registration which is not listed elsewhere in this schedule’ (activity type 20010).
For water source heat pumps which return water to the water environment immediately adjacent to the abstraction and have no significant thermal impact, a registration fee will apply to the abstracted water. No fee is payable for the discharge and there will be no annual charge unless the discharge is downstream of the point of abstraction and there is a significant thermal impact. In this scenario the discharge will be subject to relevant application and subsistence fees depending on the volume of discharge:
· Activity type 10130 - Discharge not defined elsewhere in this schedule: that is greater than 10 cubic metres per day but less than or equal to 100 cubic metres per day; or 
· Activity type 10140 - Discharge not defined elsewhere in this schedule: that is greater than 100 cubic metres per day. 
[bookmark: _Toc212821530][bookmark: _Toc202976679][bookmark: _Toc202977018][bookmark: _Toc202977246][bookmark: _Toc203062755][bookmark: _Toc203062927][bookmark: _Toc203130208][bookmark: _Toc203130496][bookmark: _Toc203130783][bookmark: _Toc202976680][bookmark: _Toc202977019][bookmark: _Toc202977247][bookmark: _Toc203062756][bookmark: _Toc203062928][bookmark: _Toc203130209][bookmark: _Toc203130497][bookmark: _Toc203130784][bookmark: _Toc202976681][bookmark: _Toc202977020][bookmark: _Toc202977248][bookmark: _Toc203062757][bookmark: _Toc203062929][bookmark: _Toc203130210][bookmark: _Toc203130498][bookmark: _Toc203130785]6.7.  Marine pen fish farms
[bookmark: _Toc202976683][bookmark: _Toc202977022][bookmark: _Toc202977250][bookmark: _Toc203062759][bookmark: _Toc203062931][bookmark: _Toc203130212][bookmark: _Toc203130500][bookmark: _Toc203130787][bookmark: _Toc202976684][bookmark: _Toc202977023][bookmark: _Toc202977251][bookmark: _Toc203062760][bookmark: _Toc203062932][bookmark: _Toc203130213][bookmark: _Toc203130501][bookmark: _Toc203130788][bookmark: _Toc202976685][bookmark: _Toc202977024][bookmark: _Toc202977252][bookmark: _Toc203062761][bookmark: _Toc203062933][bookmark: _Toc203130214][bookmark: _Toc203130502][bookmark: _Toc203130789][bookmark: _Toc202976686][bookmark: _Toc202977025][bookmark: _Toc202977253][bookmark: _Toc203062762][bookmark: _Toc203062934][bookmark: _Toc203130215][bookmark: _Toc203130503][bookmark: _Toc203130790][bookmark: _Toc202976687][bookmark: _Toc202977026][bookmark: _Toc202977254][bookmark: _Toc203062763][bookmark: _Toc203062935][bookmark: _Toc203130216][bookmark: _Toc203130504][bookmark: _Toc203130791][bookmark: _Toc202976688][bookmark: _Toc202977027][bookmark: _Toc202977255][bookmark: _Toc203062764][bookmark: _Toc203062936][bookmark: _Toc203130217][bookmark: _Toc203130505][bookmark: _Toc203130792][bookmark: _Toc202976689][bookmark: _Toc202977028][bookmark: _Toc202977256][bookmark: _Toc203062765][bookmark: _Toc203062937][bookmark: _Toc203130218][bookmark: _Toc203130506][bookmark: _Toc203130793][bookmark: _Toc112408417][bookmark: _Toc212821531]6.7.1. Environmental component where there is enhanced containment
[bookmark: _Int_MRwTrEXa]The Environmental Assessment Scheme takes account of methods to reduce emissions. If a marine pen fish farm, has suitable containment of wastes reducing their release then the environmental component may be reduced compared to a farm of a similar size.
Since these containment methods are new, the environmental component is estimated at the application stage and assumes the containment methods work as planned. If this is found not to be the case, then the charges will be reviewed and updated accordingly.
[bookmark: _Toc212821532]6.7.2. Applications where emissions are reduced by 80%
New or varied applications will have reduced application charge where the applicant demonstrates that the discharges of fish excreta and uneaten food are reduced by more than 80% (compared to conventional farms) and this is agreed with SEPA.
How will the reduction work? If an application for a 3500 tonne/ annum site is received, then the full charge would apply. If the demonstration is made, and SEPA agree, that the emissions are reduced by 80% then the reduction of 50% is made to the full application charge.
If an Authorised Person applies to vary an existing permit to allow the use of a wellboat to apply medicines, and where the wellboat reduces the volume of medicine discharged into the environment by more than 80% of the original treatment volume, then a reduction of 50% is made to the full application charge.
6.8. [bookmark: _Toc212821533]Removal of Impoundments
Before applying to remove an impoundment which is subject to an authorisation, please contact us to discuss your application and appropriate fee. 
Where an impoundment is to be removed this must be applied for as an activity in its own right.
The fee level will depend on whether the impoundment is:
· Currently authorised.
· Considered an asset of a commercial business.
· Subject to full or partial removal. 
· Being removed as part of statutory duty (e.g. River Basin Management Plan objective).
Once an impoundment has been removed, any authorisation regarding the construction, operation or removal of the impoundment should be surrendered.


[bookmark: _Toc212821534]7. Exemptions and abatements
[bookmark: _Toc112408420]This section covers our system of exemption from charges. Most of these are enacted by being listed against the Activity Types in the Table 1A in the Schedule to the Charging Scheme.
[bookmark: _Toc212821535]7.1. Micro-activity 
There are some small-scale water activities which SEPA considers having a low environmental impact or are unlikely to result in emissions, but still require an authorisation and are subject to charges. 
As set out in the Charging Scheme, a micro activity means an activity carried out on a micro (very small) scale and which SEPA considers is of low environmental hazard. There are two micro water activities in the Charging Scheme: discharge (activity reference 10003) and abstraction (activity reference 10004).
An example of a micro discharge activity may include a short scale duration low volume discharge as part of a research project. 
An applicant can request that their application for an authorisation be treated as a micro activity by contacting us. SEPA will determine on a case-by-case basis whether a proposed activity is a micro activity.
7.2. [bookmark: _Toc201165023][bookmark: _Toc202976696][bookmark: _Toc202977035][bookmark: _Toc202977263][bookmark: _Toc203062772][bookmark: _Toc203062944][bookmark: _Toc203130225][bookmark: _Toc203130513][bookmark: _Toc203130800][bookmark: _Toc112408422][bookmark: _Toc212821536]Provision of an environmental service
We have identified some situations where a regulated activity delivers an “environmental service”. In such circumstances, as identified in the Charging Scheme, the application and annual charge is zero. 
SEPA will determine on a case-by-case basis whether a proposed activity is an environmental service and therefore exempt from certain application and annual charges. There are four environmental service activity types: abstraction (activity reference 10020), impoundment (10090), discharge (10120) and engineering (10280). 
The Charging Scheme provides that an environmental service means an activity which SEPA considers is designed solely for the benefit of the environment and is not undertaken for commercial purposes or in order to comply with a legal obligation.
Environmental service should not be confused with mitigation measures, which are intended to reduce the impact of a regulated activity. For example, the following activities will not be considered as an environmental service: 
· A waste water treatment works that removes pollutants so that a discharge can be made to the water environment.
· A reservoir that maintains flows in a downstream river to compensate for upstream abstractions.
There may be situations where, as part of a programme, an activity may be eligible for consideration as an environmental service. For example, if during the construction of a housing estate, a builder opens up a culvert and engineers a more natural river profile, then this component of the work may be considered as an environmental service. Similarly, if a flood defence project includes the restoration of a flood plain, then the removal of flood defences may be considered as an environmental service.  
We have grouped examples of “environmental services” under the following four headings:
1. Abstractions associated with the control of historic causes of pollution:
· Abstraction from mines which are no longer operational, where the abstraction is intended solely to control the breakout of polluted groundwater.
· Abstraction of groundwater associated with contaminated land solely for the purpose of the remediation of that contaminated land.
In both situations, provided the abstraction is an environmental service, there would be no application or annual charges associated with the abstractions. However, there would still be application charges and relevant annual charges for any discharge element.





2. Structures and abstractions to maintain or improve the existing water environment:
· An ex-water supply reservoir that is no longer intended as a drinking water source and is maintained solely to support the ecology that has developed within the reservoir.
· The removal, or partial removal, of redundant weirs or dams that now serve no economic purpose and are not an asset of an organisation or business that makes economic use of dams and weirs.
· The addition of a fish pass to weirs or dams that now serve no economic purpose and are not an asset of an organisation or business that makes economic use of dams and weirs.
· A canal that is no longer used for navigation and is maintained solely to support the ecology that has developed within the canal.
· A wetland or pond, fed by an abstraction, which is intended solely to maintain or enhance the biodiversity of the water environment.
Abstractions and impoundments that are solely associated with the delivery of the environmental service will not be subject to charges.
There will be no application charge for an impoundment authorisation to cover existing weirs or dams where the application is made as part of a programme of work that will introduce fish passage in a manner consistent with the definition of environmental service.
3. Habitat restoration:
· The restoration of a canalised or culverted watercourse to a more natural profile.
· [bookmark: _Int_ept0MDm6]The removal of flood defences in order to restore a flood plain.
· The creation of wetlands and ponds to enhance biodiversity.
· The control of invasive non-native species of plants within a watercourse to improve the habitat and enhance biodiversity.
There will be no charges associated with the engineering work, abstractions or impoundments associated solely with the restoration work provided the relevant activities are considered to be environmental services.
This would not include fishery improvement work that modified a natural river in order to improve fishing.
4. Maintenance of native fish populations
· Non-commercial fish hatcheries.
· Fish hatcheries, which only rear juvenile, fish up to parr stage.
· Fish hatcheries that return reared fish to the same river of origin for use in restocking programmes.
[bookmark: _Toc112408423]Where these are not covered by micro scale activities and come within the definition of an environmental service, no application or annual charges apply.
7.3. [bookmark: _Toc212821537]Lades
The volume of water abstracted from the water environment into a lade, where only part of that volume is subject to use, will not be used in the calculation of the environmental component. For example:
· If there is a lade serving a paper mill or a distillery, then the volume to be subjected to charge is that which is abstracted from the lade for cooling, process water or other purposes.
· If there is a lade serving a fish farm, then the volume to be subjected to charge is the volume used by the fish farm processes. If the full volume of the lade is used by the process, then the lade volume will be used to calculate the charge.
· If there is a lade serving a canal, then the volume to be subjected to charge is that which passes into the canal.
· If there is a lade providing water for hydropower, then the volume to be subjected to charge will be that which passes through the turbine.
We will not impose annual charges for a lade used only to:
· Power a water wheel which is not used for the generation of electricity.
· [bookmark: _Int_PttKYOup]Fill or maintain any off-line pond that may have amenity uses (e.g. fishing and sailing).
7.4. [bookmark: _Toc112408424][bookmark: _Toc212821538]Flood defence (diversion or storage)
Where floodwater is diverted from the river channel into off-line flood storage or a flood relief channel, this represents an abstraction. Such abstractions will be subject to application charges but will not be subject to any annual charges.
Impoundments installed for online intermittent flood flow storage during high flows will require authorisation and will be subject to normal application charges, however they are not subject to annual charges.
Impoundments which are not for intermittent flood storage and impound more than 25,000 cubic metres, are subject to annual charges unless they are covered by Water General Binding Rule 1 (GBR 1). GBR 1 applies to existing passive impoundments (constructed before 1 April 2006) including those which exceeds the 25,000 cubic metres thresholds, which do not create a water height differential of more than one metre, and which do not impede fish migration. 
7.5. [bookmark: _Toc112408426][bookmark: _Toc212821539]Off-line impoundments and isolated ponds
An off-line impoundment does not hold back the flow of a river but is constructed on the land adjacent to a river. Off-line impoundments do not pose a barrier to fish migration or affect sediment movement. They may collect water seeping from the surrounding land or may be supplied by an abstraction. Offline impoundments are not considered a regulated activity, do not require an authorisation and therefore are not subject to application or annual charges.
[bookmark: _Int_2svYC829]Abstractions from off-line impoundments or isolated ponds that are filled by groundwater, surface run-off and land drainage are regulated activity types and are required to be authorised. This is because the impoundment/pond is used as a mechanism to collect groundwater or surface water, which can then be abstracted. However, abstractions from off-line impoundments or constructed isolated ponds that are filled by an authorised abstraction do not require authorisation. This is because such impoundments/ponds are considered to be part of the infrastructure used to store water that has already been authorised for removal from the environment.
7.6. [bookmark: _Toc112408427][bookmark: _Toc212821540]Amenity use of ponds and reservoirs or historic mills
Impoundments on ponds and reservoirs which are used for amenity or recreational purposes or for use with historic mills are not subject to annual charges provided there is no active flow management to support a commercial activity.
We do not impose annual charges for abstractions solely to fill or maintain any offline pond, reservoir or historic mill lade that may have historic and/or amenity uses.
7.7. [bookmark: _Toc112408430][bookmark: _Toc212821541]Authorisations not subject to annual monitoring
As set out in the Charging Scheme, if SEPA considers that it will not carry out any site inspections, discharge or emission sampling, or check data returns in relation to a specific activity type, in a given financial year, the activity component for that activity will be reduced by 70%.


[bookmark: _Toc212821542]8. Temporary Cessations
SEPA offers a temporary cessation or waiver of annual charges under specific circumstances where a regulated activity is not being carried out. 
[bookmark: _Toc112408419][bookmark: _Toc212821543]8.1. Annual charge where construction or operation has not commenced (Charging Scheme - paragraph 10.2.2)
Generally, the annual charge applies from the date when the authorisation is issued. However, in certain cases SEPA will not apply an annual charge until either construction work in relation to, or the operation of, any of the authorised activities has commenced (whichever is earlier).
For example, if an operator has been granted an authorisation to help with securing planning permission or financing for the project, but no construction work in relation to the authorised activities has taken place, we will not apply the annual charge. The annual charge will become payable no later than from the fifth year after the authorisation was granted, even if no construction work commences.
For smaller scale activities where there are no potential environmental impacts, we will start annual charging when commissioning or initial operation commences.
[bookmark: _Int_kOfTaEnU]In situations where all the necessary equipment is in place (e.g. a waste storage site) but operation has not started, the annual charge will apply. In such circumstances if operation is not planned to commence for a period of time, then the Authorised Person can apply for “mothballing” – see Section 8.3.
After five years the operator may apply for a fee waiver for a temporary cessation (see section 8.3 below). 
[bookmark: _Toc112408428][bookmark: _Toc212821544]8.2. Temporary cessation of an abstraction for agricultural irrigation
Where a farmer has decided not to grow crops that may require irrigation in a particular year, then they can notify SEPA in writing between 1st December and the last day of February of their intention not to abstract water in that growing season. SEPA will then reduce the annual activity charge for that farm by 85% that year only. For ease of use, a ’year’ is specified as a financial year.
A further consequence of the notification is that SEPA may allow another operator to use the available environmental capacity for that year. Once the notification is made to SEPA, it cannot be reversed. For example, it does not provide the flexibility for farmers to change their mind over what crops they will be growing or whether to irrigate or not. Therefore, if a crop is planted that may require irrigation, farmers should not apply for such reduction in the annual activity charge. If an operator is found to have abstracted during a period, they applied for a fee waiver then SEPA may no grant future fee waivers since SEPA considers that operations may not in reality be ceased.
[bookmark: _Toc112408429][bookmark: _Toc212821545]8.3. Mothballing of sites
If an Authorised Person applies to SEPA in writing that they will not be undertaking a particular activity over a period of more than 6 months, SEPA may agree to a ‘mothball’ discount. This means the annual activity charge will be reduced by 85% for the period of temporary cessation and any environmental component charge that may have been payable will be reduced to zero. The Authorised Person must give SEPA at least 28 days’ notice and must include the start and end dates over which the temporary cessation shall occur. Each application can only cover a maximum period of two years. If the temporary cessation will extend beyond this time, a separate application for continued temporary cessation will need to be made prior to the end of the 2-year period.
For seasonal activities or activities which are only undertaken for specific periods of time in a year; the minimum period of mothballing is 12 months. Examples of this include summer or winter abstractions, food harvesting processing.
[bookmark: _Int_XWviC9ZI]For certain activities SEPA will not apply the mothball discount, this could be where the level of checking on whether the authorisation is being used, combined with any other duties which will have to be continued, are approximately at the same level. Examples of this include disposal to land of sheep dip or other pesticides, micro activities and radioactive substances activities. Mothballing will not apply to remedial treatment authorisations (see section 6.1).
For an authorisation to be mothballed for a period of greater than 12 months, all materials that may cause pollution if an incident was to occur, must be removed from the authorised place. For example, a waste site must be cleared of all wastes, or an industrial activity site must be cleared of raw materials and other chemicals. 
The Authorised Person of an activity ceases to benefit from the reduced annual charges if they subsequently undertake the activity (for example, make an abstraction or a discharge) during the period of temporary cessation. Under these circumstances the full annual activity charge will apply. In addition, SEPA may not grant the Authorised Person future fee waivers
Once the agreed period of temporary cessation has ended, the normal annual charges shall apply. An Authorised Person can reapply for another period of temporary cessation of up to 2 years. They must apply between 28 days and 3 months before the expiry of the original period.
An example of how to apply the mothballing charge 
Please note that the charges in this example are for illustrative purposes only and are based on charges from 2025/26.
The authorised person of a medium combustion plant with a thermal input of 1–20MW has applied to mothball their authorisation.
The annual activity component charge is £330. There is no environmental component charge for this activity.
The annual mothball charge will be activity component charge (£330) multiplied by 0.15 (85% discount) which equals £49.50.
If the plant returns to operation in future years, the activity fee will be based on the charges at that time.



[bookmark: _Toc212821546]9. General provisions
9.1. [bookmark: _Toc112408432][bookmark: _Toc212821547]Invoicing for annual charges
[bookmark: _Int_D3QC9Ev9][bookmark: _Int_gmxsMZGV]We will normally send out bills requesting payment of annual charges in April at the beginning of the financial year. We look for these bills to be paid in full. However, if you have difficulties in paying the full bill for the year, you can make arrangements with us to pay the charges spread over the year.
9.2. [bookmark: _Toc212821548]Annual inflation increases
As provided for in the Charging Scheme, charges under this scheme shall increase annually in line with any increase in the Retail Prices Index (RPI) published by the Office for National Statistics as at 30 September in the immediately preceding year. 
9.3. [bookmark: _Toc112408433][bookmark: _Toc212821549]Partial year charges
[bookmark: _Int_o1eplhOM]An authorisation may come into effect part-way through a financial year. Alternatively, an operator may ask us to revoke or transfer an authorisation part of the way through the year. In such circumstances the charge payable will be based on 1/365th of the annual charge for each day the authorisation is in effect.
9.4. [bookmark: _Toc112408434][bookmark: _Toc212821550]Hourly rates
The hourly rate for relevant time and materials charging is set out in the charging scheme. There are two hourly rates: one for radioactive substances activities (activity type 10516) and one for in any other case (activity type 10000).
9.5. [bookmark: _Toc212821551][bookmark: _Toc112408435]Value added tax (VAT)
All charges quoted in the charging scheme are not subject to VAT.
9.6. [bookmark: _Toc112408436][bookmark: _Toc212821552]Refund of application charges
Application charges are non-refundable, except in the following circumstances.
If SEPA declines to accept an application, it is returned to the applicant minus a sum equal to 20% of the application charge, subject to a maximum of £1,540. We make this decision as part of the screening process when we first receive an application, and the deduction reflects the work undertaken along with the incurred administration costs. 
9.7. [bookmark: _Toc112408437][bookmark: _Toc212821553]Liability to make payment
The persons set out in paragraph 4 of the Charging Scheme are liable to pay charges under the Scheme.
9.8. [bookmark: _Toc112408438][bookmark: _Toc212821554]Non-payment of charges
SEPA may decline to accept an application that is not accompanied by the appropriate charge. If the charge submitted is insufficient you will be advised accordingly and asked to pay the balance. We will normally not determine an application and will not issue a new or revised authorisation if any part of an application charge is outstanding.
[bookmark: _Toc201165041][bookmark: _Toc202976717][bookmark: _Toc202977056][bookmark: _Toc202977284][bookmark: _Toc203062793][bookmark: _Toc203062965][bookmark: _Toc203130247][bookmark: _Toc203130535][bookmark: _Toc203130822][bookmark: _Toc201165042][bookmark: _Toc202976718][bookmark: _Toc202977057][bookmark: _Toc202977285][bookmark: _Toc203062794][bookmark: _Toc203062966][bookmark: _Toc203130248][bookmark: _Toc203130536][bookmark: _Toc203130823][bookmark: _Toc201165043][bookmark: _Toc202976719][bookmark: _Toc202977058][bookmark: _Toc202977286][bookmark: _Toc203062795][bookmark: _Toc203062967][bookmark: _Toc203130249][bookmark: _Toc203130537][bookmark: _Toc203130824][bookmark: _Toc201165044][bookmark: _Toc202976720][bookmark: _Toc202977059][bookmark: _Toc202977287][bookmark: _Toc203062796][bookmark: _Toc203062968][bookmark: _Toc203130250][bookmark: _Toc203130538][bookmark: _Toc203130825][bookmark: _Toc201165045][bookmark: _Toc202976721][bookmark: _Toc202977060][bookmark: _Toc202977288][bookmark: _Toc203062797][bookmark: _Toc203062969][bookmark: _Toc203130251][bookmark: _Toc203130539][bookmark: _Toc203130826][bookmark: _Toc201165046][bookmark: _Toc202976722][bookmark: _Toc202977061][bookmark: _Toc202977289][bookmark: _Toc203062798][bookmark: _Toc203062970][bookmark: _Toc203130252][bookmark: _Toc203130540][bookmark: _Toc203130827]If an annual charge is not paid when due, we may revoke or suspend the authorisation and take action to recover the debt.
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