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If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk 
[bookmark: _Toc187396203]Purpose
This guidance is of relevance if you: 
· Own polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), or any of the following substances that are also collectively known as PCBs:
· Polychlorinated terphenyls.
· Monomethyl-dibromo-diphenyl methane.
· Monomethyl-dichloro-diphenyl methane.
· Monomethyl-tetrachlorodiphenyl methane.
· Own or operate equipment or material that contains any of these PCBs at a concentration higher than 50 parts per million (0.005%).
[bookmark: _Toc187396204]Ban on PCBs
PCBs are banned and unless covered by one of the exceptions detailed below, you must dispose of PCBs, and equipment or material that contains them, as soon as possible. There are three exceptions to this ban. 
[bookmark: _Toc187396205]Research and Disposal 
The ban does not apply to PCBs held:
· For research and analysis into the properties of PCBs.
· As part of a process to dispose of PCBs (for example at a hazardous waste disposal site) or a process to remove (‘decontaminate’) PCBs from equipment.
[bookmark: _Toc187396206]Transformers
[bookmark: _Int_gV0pW4uv]You can continue to hold a transformer until 31 December 2025 if you can reasonably assume two things about its fluid.
· It contains more than 0.005% but no more than 0.05% by weight of PCBs.
· There is a total volume of more than 0.05dm3 (0.05 litres).
[bookmark: _Int_OqCyXM0G]After 31 December 2025 you can no longer use the transformers. You must either remove any PCB’s, decontaminate the transformer and destroy any PCB’s removed or dispose of any transformer containing PCBs as soon as possible.
[bookmark: _Int_mFLbbHuj]However, you can hold a transformer until the end of its useful life if you reasonably assume (and justify if needed) that its fluids either:
· Contain 0.005% by weight, or less, of PCBs.
· Contain a total volume of 0.05dm3 or less of PCBs.
After this you must decontaminate or dispose of any PCBs as soon as possible.
After you take a transformer out of use you must make sure you decontaminate or dispose of it as explained under the ‘Dispose of PCBs’ section.
[bookmark: _Toc187396207]Small components of equipment
You can continue to use small pieces of equipment that contain PCBs if both of the following apply:
· They are ‘relevant equipment’.
· They are components of larger pieces of equipment, which are also ‘relevant equipment’.
In accordance with the Environmental Protection (Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls and Other Dangerous Substances) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 (as amended) ‘relevant equipment’ is either:
· Any equipment (including any capacitor or receptacle with residual stocks) containing PCBs.
· Equipment that did contain PCBs but has not been decontaminated.
Relevant equipment does not include equipment which contains a total volume of PCBs of more than 0.05dm3.
After you take relevant equipment out of use you must decontaminate or dispose of it as explained under the ‘Dispose of PCBs’ section.
[bookmark: _Toc187396208]Contaminated equipment (CE)
Any equipment that contains more than 5 litres of fluid with a PCB concentration of more than 0.005% by weight is classed as Contaminated Equipment (CE).
[bookmark: _Int_ZB4bW5zW]You must generally assume the following equipment is CE if it was manufactured before 1987 and contains more than 5 litres of fluid:
· Power factor capacitors.
· Heat transfer equipment.
· Pole-mounted transformers.
· Process heating equipment.
· [bookmark: _Int_iPpEMWL7]Vacuum pumps.
· High temperature hydraulic systems.
· Electrical resistors.
· Brushings and other high voltage equipment.
· Fluorescent light ballasts.
· Hospital diagnostic equipment.
If you have any documents or other evidence that show the equipment does not contain PCBs you should keep them safe, for example if you have:
· Carried out tests on the equipment and have laboratory reports that show it does not contain PCBs.
· Kept the original manufacturers’ manual which shows that the equipment does not contain PCBs – this only applies to sealed items where the oil cannot be changed.
If you are not sure whether your equipment contains PCBs, you must assume it does. In exceptional cases, it might be possible to agree a methodology with SEPA to demonstrate it is reasonable to assume equipment is unlikely to contain PCBs. Please contact pcbreturns@sepa.org.uk to discuss further.
[bookmark: _Toc187396209]Combined sets of equipment
You may need to class a set of equipment that all works together, and all contains PCBs, as CE. For example, if each contains less than 5dm3, but together they contain over 5dm3.
This would apply, for example, if you have a piece of equipment that contains multiple capacitors which individually contain less than 5 litres of fluid, but collectively contain more than 5 litres of fluid.
[bookmark: _Toc187396210]Registration of Contaminated Equipment
Under the Environmental Protection (Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls and Other Dangerous Substances) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 (as amended) all holders of PCB contaminated equipment, geographically located in Scotland, have a duty to register with SEPA.
You should register any CE you hold, including CE that:
· Has a legal use (for example transformers with a PCB concentration below 0.05%).
· Does not have a legal use, but you have not disposed of yet (you must tell SEPA how you plan to dispose of it as soon as possible).
If you are currently registered as a holder of PCB contaminated equipment you will have received an e-mail containing an electronic form from PCBreturns@sepa.org.uk. You should read the ’completing your PCB registration form’ below.
If you are not currently registered, you should contact PCBreturns@sepa.org.uk for further guidance and to request an electronic PCB registration form.
[bookmark: _Toc187396211]Completing your PCB registration form
Where relevant there are drop down boxes to simplify the registration process. 
Please contact PCBreturns@sepa.org.uk if you have any issues using the form. 
Please note that to be compliant with the regulations you must complete section 2 of the registration form in full. 
Please read the following quick guide to the registration process before completing your electronic application form. 
Section 1 – What type of holder are you? 
All holders must fill in either section 1a,1b or 1c. 
Individuals/Sole Traders: If you run your own business as an individual and are self-employed and hold ‘contaminated equipment’ please go to Tab 1a: 1_a_ind_sole_trader and provide your details. 
Partnerships or Registered Partnerships: If you are registering ‘contaminated equipment’ on behalf of a partnership or registered partnership i.e. a legal relationship between two or more individuals or companies please go to Tab 1b: 1_b_partnerships and provide your details. Please note that we require the details of all partners. 
Registered companies or other corporate applicants: If you are registering ‘contaminated equipment’ on behalf of a registered company or another corporate body, please go Tab 1c: 1_c_rgd_companies and provide your details. 
Section 2 – Contaminated Equipment 
As a holder of contaminated equipment, you must provide us with the information as detailed in the Environmental Protection (Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls and other Dangerous Substances) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 (as amended). Please go to Tab 2: 2_equipment and complete the relevant sections where appropriate. 
This information required for Tab 2: 2_equipment can be summarised as follows: 
· Sections 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4: 
· A description of the contaminated equipment identifying its location or intended location. 
· Sections 2.5 and 2.6:
· [bookmark: _Int_aCGSfOzO]A description of the PCBs which are or were contained in the equipment as far as can reasonably be identified without excessive cost. 
· Sections 2.7 and 2.8: 
· [bookmark: _Int_byqUaPxs]As far as can reasonably be ascertained without excessive cost the quantity of such of those PCBs as have been identified. 
· Sections 2.9, 2.10, 2.11, 2.12 and 2.13:
· Every date on which treatment or replacement was carried out or is envisaged specifying in each case the nature of the treatment or replacement. 
· Please Note that after the 31st of December 2025 transformers containing more than 0.005% but no more than 0.05% by weight of PCBs or having a total volume of PCBS more than 0.05dm3 (0.05 litres) must be removed from use then decontaminated and disposed of as soon as possible. 
With the 31st of December 2025 deadline in mind SEPA would urge that the information in sections 2.9 to 2.13 is informative and accurate in terms of your decontamination and/or disposal plans. 
Section 3 – Disclosure and Data Protection 
The information you give us will be used by us and may be disclosed to third parties in connection with our statutory functions. If you wish to withhold any details of your application from the public, please contact us at pcbreturns@sepa.org.uk detailing which information you want to withhold, and, why you want to withhold it. 
Individuals have the right to see information that we hold about them. We will correct it if it is wrong. In the language used in data protection law, the information you provide on this form is ‘voluntary.’ You do not have to provide it. However, under the Environmental Protection (Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls and other Dangerous Substances) (Scotland) Regulations 2000 we do need it to determine your application. 
Submitting your form 
On completion of your electronic form please submit to pcbreturns@sepa.org.uk Please include your unique identifier in any correspondence with SEPA regarding your registration. 
Payment  
Payment can be made via SEPA’s ‘online payment’ platform. If making an online payment you should follow these steps: 
1. Open SEPA’s online payment webpage.
2. Click on the ‘pay now' button at the bottom of the page.
3. Select ‘Application Waste Management’ from the payment group section.
4. Select ‘WASTE APP’ from the payment type section.
5. Enter unique identifier (for example PCB/R/SEPA2021-4999) in the ‘comment’ section. 
6. Enter correct payment amount in ‘Amount’ section. 
[bookmark: _Int_leqUhww4]If you wish to make a BACS payment call 07388 371 621 for our bank account details or queries.
If you are unable to pay online or make a BACS payment, please contact PCBreturns@sepa.org.uk 
Please ensure all payments clearly reference your unique identifier (for example PCB/R/SEPA2021-4999) which you will find in the attached electronic form, this is so we can ensure it is matched correctly to your registration. Failure to do so will cause more work for SEPA and yourself since we may have to contact you requiring further evidence for such payments. 
Please Note If you become the owner of contaminated equipment (for example if you buy a business that operates such equipment), you must register the equipment even if it has been registered before.
[bookmark: _Toc187396212]De-registering Contaminated Equipment
You can take contaminated equipment off the PCB register:
· After you have disposed of it.
· If you sell it, or you sell the business or site it was part of.
· If you have carried out tests that prove it does not contain PCBs.
· If you have decontaminated it, so that the PCB content of the fluid is less than 0.005%.
· If it is reasonable to assume that the CE does not contain PCBs following a methodology you have agreed with SEPA.
To ’de-register’ contaminated equipment you should notify SEPA at pcbreturns@sepa.org.uk providing any evidence of disposal, destruction, decontamination, testing analysis, etc. 
There is no charge for de-registering.
[bookmark: _Toc187396213]Labelling CE and premises
You must attach a label to any CE stating that the equipment is contaminated with PCBs.
You must also attach a sign to the doors of the premises where the equipment is used. It must state that the premises contains equipment contaminated by PCBs.
You must make sure the labels and signs are clearly visible and cannot be easily removed.
[bookmark: _Int_EnedZdEx]For transformers where it is reasonable to assume the fluid has a PCB content of 0.005% by weight or less, or a total volume of 0.05dm3 or less, your label and sign can say, ‘PCBs contaminated less than 0.005% or less than 0.05dm3 ’.
[bookmark: _Toc187396214]Dispose of PCBs
You must dispose of PCBs and materials that contain PCBs as a persistent organic pollutant and hazardous waste.
That means you can either:
· Dispose of the PCBs or equipment in a way that destroys the PCB content.
· Apply to permanently store the equipment underground if you cannot destroy the PCB content.
Email pcbreturns@sepa.org.uk to discuss how to do this.
You must keep records to show that you disposed of the PCBs by one of these 2 methods.
Disclaimer 
This guidance is based on the law as it stood when the guidance was published. 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes: 
1. any direct, indirect and consequential losses
1. any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise
SEPA reserves the right to depart from this guidance and take appropriate action as it considers necessary or appropriate.  Applicants and authorised persons are responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with the law. If necessary, independent legal / specialist advice should be sought.
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