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Introduction
This guidance provides clarification on the licensing requirements for storage of refuse-derived fuel (“RDF”) or solid recovered fuel / specified recovered fuel (“SRF”).
Background
RDF and SRF are fuels produced from residual solid waste. However, SRF can be distinguished from RDF in that it is produced to reach a standard such as CEN/343 ANAS. 
Manufacture of RDF and SRF requires a permit and is regulated under the Environmental Authorisation (Scotland) Regulations 2018 (EASR). 
Only waste which conforms to the classification EWC 19 12 10 - Combustible Waste - Refuse Derived Fuel should be classed as RDF/SRF and stored in accordance with this guidance. The waste must meet the calorific, moisture content and other properties specified by the receiving EfW facility. Wastes which require further processing (sorting or separation) prior to incineration such as 19 12 12 (other wastes from mechanical treatment) cannot be classed as RDF/SRF.
Regulatory position for RDF/SRF dockside storage for up to 5 days
We will allow the storage of RDF / SRF for up to 5 days at the immediate dockside pending its loading for export, without the need for a waste authorisation, provided that SEPA is satisfied that the following requirements are met: 
The dockside must be cleared of all waste 5 days after the initial deposit of RDF/SRF.
The total amount of RDF/SRF stored at any one time does not exceed 4,000 tonnes. 
The RDF/SRF must be stored in a secure place. 
RDF/SRF must be stored in bales wrapped to sufficient standard that prevents the ingress of water, access by pests, odour release or escape of waste material. Bales must be inspected regularly to identify any damage which must be repaired within 24 hours.
Otherwise SEPA may consider the waste to be illegally deposited or stored and there is the risk of potential enforcement action. 
In this position statement, “dockside” is an area adjacent to where the ship is or will be docked.
Storage of RDF/SRF awaiting export (exceeding 5 days)
RDF/SRF can vary considerably in composition and physical characteristics, so you must make sure the controls placed on its storage are enough to minimise environmental risks. 
All RDF/SRF should be stored in bales, sufficiently wrapped to prevent water ingress, pest access, odour release or escape of waste material. Bales should be inspected regularly to identify any damage which should be repaired within 24 hours. 
If repair of damaged bale wrap is not possible at the authorised place, you should remove the waste within 24 hours to a place suitably authorised for appropriate treatment or disposal. 
RDF/SRF should be stored in a building on an impermeable surface. If stored outside, it should be on an impermeable surface with a sealed drainage system. Sealed drainage systems must direct all leachate and water to a sealed sump, the public sewer via an oil interceptor or consented discharge to a watercourse or soakaway via a full retention class A interceptor. In exceptional circumstances where there are no sensitive receptors, this may not be needed, if you can demonstrate that alternative controls will be in place to protect the environment. 
You should take ensure access to the RDF/SRF by birds, insects or other vermin is prevented. 
No RDF/ SRF should be stored for longer than 3 months. If it has been stored for several weeks elsewhere before arriving, storage time at your authorised place should be reduced accordingly. 
A written system should be in place for RDF/SRF storage to ensure that a strict rotation exists so that the oldest waste is removed from the authorised place first. This system shall include marking of each bale with its date of final processing before storage and clear spatial separation of RDF/SRF of different storage ages. 
Written systems should exist to prevent, detect, contain and mitigate fires. Sufficient access for Fire and Rescue Service and other emergency vehicles should be maintained at all times. 
Note: This shall apply to the whole of the authorised place if RDF/SRF production is co-located with other waste management activities.
Disclaimer 
The terms of this position may be subject to periodical review and be changed or withdrawn in light of technological, regulatory or legislative changes, future government guidance or experience of its use. SEPA reserves its discretion to depart from the position outlined here and to take appropriate action to avoid any risk of pollution or harm to human health or the environment.
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes: 
Any direct, indirect and consequential losses
Any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise
If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk
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