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Purpose 
This guidance sets out SEPA’s interpretation of “physico-chemical treatment” in the context of Industrial Emissions Activities 23 and 25 in Schedule 20 to the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018.
SEPA interpretation of physico-chemical treatment 
SEPA considers physico-chemical treatment to mean a combination of physical and chemical treatment methods. 
Physical dismantling of a waste motor vehicle, offshore equipment or waste electrical and electronic equipment (“WEEE”), including the removal of hazardous materials and components, is not considered physico-chemical treatment for the purpose of these activity descriptions. This includes removing components or dismantling by hand, using of hand tools or specialist equipment, and removing fluids for collection. 
Treating waste in a way which does not change its composition, such as compaction or other re-packing would not normally be considered physico-chemical treatment. However, where compaction does result in a change in the composition of the waste, the activity may be physico-chemical and should be discussed with SEPA.
Treating waste using a combination of physical and chemical methods, such as physical processes including air-stripping or filtration and chemical processes including coagulation, chlorination or ozonation may be physico-chemical and should be discussed with SEPA.
Disclaimer 
This guidance is based on the law as it stood when the guidance was published. 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes: 
any direct, indirect and consequential losses
any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise
SEPA reserves the right to depart from this guidance and take appropriate action as it considers necessary or appropriate.  Applicants and authorised persons are responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with the law. If necessary, independent legal / specialist advice should be sought.




If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk 
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