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SEPA position 
If you comply with the requirements below, you can store, stack and treat infectious litter, straw, manure and slurry arising from an exotic animal disease outbreak without an environmental authorisation.
This position may be applicable to other lower risk or less severe incidents such as endemic diseases with unusual circumstances, for example where APHA require additional control measures to contain the disease. This is decided on a case-by-case basis by SEPA depending on the circumstances.
Conditions
The waste litter, straw, manure and slurry is subject to the relevant Animal Health Order or official guidance and the stacking and treatment is supervised by the Animal and Plant Health Agency (APHA).

The waste litter, straw, manure and slurry is treated on the site where it was produced, i.e. no waste may be brought on site from another location for treatment.


All appropriate measures are taken to prevent or, where that is not practicable, to minimise environmental harm in line with the ‘general aims’ of the Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations 2018 including the requirements set out in Appendix 1.
Managing litter, straw, manure and slurry after treatment
Infectious litter, straw, manure and slurry are hazardous wastes. The relevant European Waste Category code is H9 (infectious) 18 02 02*, “wastes whose collection and disposal is subject to special requirements in order to prevent infection”. 
Any movements of hazardous waste off farm must be in accordance with the Special Waste Regulations 1996 (as amended) and be accompanied by a Special Waste Consignment Note to a site authorised to accept hazardous waste. 
Once the litter, manure and slurry have been treated in accordance with the relevant Animal Health Order or official guidance and the APHA are satisfied that it is no longer infectious, it is no longer hazardous waste. 
It can be handled and treated in the normal way, i.e. applied to land for agricultural benefit, or sent to a suitably authorised disposal site. Where the material is applied to land the tonnage used must not exceed the minimum amount needed to deliver the desired agricultural benefit.



Appendix 1 – Environmental Protection 
The following information should be recorded and made available on request by a SEPA officer: 
Types of disinfectants used.
Disinfectant application rate and process of application (and re-application if any).
Method of transporting waste to storage areas (covered and leak proof).
Application rate and method of applying water for damping down.
Location of proposed storage and proximity to nearby surface waters and groundwater supplies (for example boreholes, wells and springs within 50 metres) noting restrictions on location of field heaps outlined below.
Location of proposed storage relative to sensitive receptors (such as residential areas and wetland habitats).
Type and method of sheeting used for covering the stack (and confirmation that sheeting will take place immediately after disinfectant application).
Drainage arrangements (and confirmation that any discharge from the stack will be collected) Guidance on the storage of manure and slurry for farms is contained in the Prevention of Environmental Pollution from Agricultural Activities (PEPFAA Code). This should be followed wherever practicable. 
Yard storage 
Where infected manure is stored in the yard all new manure storage areas should:
Have an impermeable base.
Provide a collection and containment system for liquid run-off (such effluent is defined as slurry in SSAFO) which meets the requirements of the Control of Pollution (Silage, Slurry and Agricultural Fuel Oil) (Scotland) Regulations 2003. Contaminated run-off can be reduced by providing a roof or cover. 
Field storage 
Where possible field storage should be avoided but where no alternative to field storage is available, infected litter and manure should be stored in a densely packed heap with an "A" shaped profile. You should not site field heaps: 
Over field drains.
Within 10m of a watercourse (or a greater distance if there is a risk of effluent run-off into a watercourse), within 50m of any identified swallow hole, or any spring, well or borehole that supplies water for human consumption, or is to be used in farm dairies; but see specific comments above regarding additional receptors.
With best efforts, avoiding areas subject to surface water flooding or inundation as a result of groundwater flooding.
Where they would cause odour problems for nearby residents.
The Action Programme for Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (Scotland) Regulations 2008 place additional rules on the field storage of solid manure within a Nitrate Vulnerable Zone. 
Appropriate measures for operations 
Maintain effluent channels and collection tanks to avoid blockage.
Effluent collection tanks should be checked regularly and emptied when necessary, so they do not overflow. Once no longer infectious the effluent should either be spread to agricultural land in accordance with the manure management plan or disposed of off-site. 
Manure can be stored temporarily in a field for a maximum of 12 months prior to disposal.
Contaminated run-off and ammonia emissions can be reduced by covering manure with sheeting and maintaining the dry matter content above 60%.
Field heaps may need to be re-sited if there is a risk of pollution or of odour nuisance.
Other considerations 
During an outbreak of exotic notifiable animal disease there will be other considerations not covered in the PEPFAA Code which are described below:
The effluent from storage and stacking areas must be controlled as it may be contaminated with the virus. If yard storage areas are not remote from receptors and not reliably impermeable, field sites may be preferable.
Stacking in-house can also take place. However, this means that the farmer will not be able to carry out secondary cleansing and disinfection (and subsequent re-stocking) until after 42 days when the treated manure and litter can be removed. In-house stacking may have a number of advantages such as sealed drainage and controlled ventilation).
With field sites, it is possible (and may be necessary) to provide temporary arrangements for collection of effluent by stacking onto suitable sheeting, sloped towards a temporary sump. Given the transmission risks to other livestock, the stand-off should be from all springs, and all wells and boreholes providing water for human or agricultural use.






If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk
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