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Purpose
This position statement is intended to provide guidance to SEPA staff and those involved in the maintenance of heat pump systems, refrigeration units and air conditioning units. 
It details our enforcement approach to the application of the Special Waste Regulations 1996 (“the Regulations”) to the management of wastes resulting from emergency or unscheduled work on stationary heat pump systems, refrigeration units and air conditioning units.
For special wastes arising from emergency or unscheduled work on stationary heat pump systems, refrigeration units and air conditioning units (“emergency or unscheduled work), a Special Waste Consignment Note (“SWCN”) will not be needed when the following wastes are produced because of such work and are transported to an appropriately authorised site:
Less than 3kg of waste refrigerants contained in a recovery cylinder.
Oily wastes or oil contaminated waste compressors with residual contamination (compressor, waste oil, etc.).
Background
Refrigerants, such as fluorinated (F) gases or ozone depleting substances (ODS), found in various industrial and commercial settings, and oils, are a working component in various pieces of equipment, e.g. stationary heat pump systems, refrigeration units and air conditioning units.
In most circumstances, this equipment will be subject to regular servicing or planned maintenance carried out by approved technicians, with the movement of any wastes produced, waste refrigerant, waste oil and oily contaminated compressors etc., being carried out in accordance with the Special Waste Regulations 1996 (as amended).
Technicians will however carry out work or repairs out with a regular planned programme and the emergency nature of such call outs mean that there are practical issues in managing any special waste produced in compliance with the Regulations.
Waste arising as result of unscheduled or emergency work
Special Wastes produced from emergency or unscheduled work provide producers with a challenge in terms of managing that waste in accordance with the Regulations. The scenarios listed below are commonplace within this sector.
Use of Receiver Cylinders
During maintenance work, technicians might need to decant refrigerant, temporarily, into a receiver cylinder, allowing maintenance work to be undertaken. On completion of the task, the technician will return the refrigerant to the system leaving the receiving cylinder in a partial vacuum retaining only trace quantities of refrigerant. The near empty or empty cylinders can then be taken to a distribution centre for cleaning and re-use.
Use of Recovery Cylinders
Sometimes the refrigerant will not be returned to the system and is decanted into a recovery cylinder for onward transportation to another location for storage, processing or disposal.
If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk
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