On-site Management of Excavated PeatPUBLIC


PUBLIC

Onsite Management of Excavated PeatPUBLIC



WAS-G-11
On-site Management of Excavated Peat
Version 1 – March 2026
Purpose
This guidance sets out SEPA’s position on when a waste management authorisation is required to manage excavated peat on the site of origin during development projects including (but not limited to):
Wind farms and associated infrastructure.
Grid connections and energy developments.
Major infrastructure and construction projects.
SEPA recognises peat as a valuable resource and important carbon store and uses its planning role to ensure peat excavation is minimised and that proposed uses of excavated peat on development sites follow good practice. Further information on our planning approach is available on our Planning guidance and advice notes webpage.
Waste management authorisations 
Article 2(1)(c) of the Waste Framework Directive provides the following exclusion from scope:
“uncontaminated soil and other naturally occurring material excavated in the course of construction activities where it is certain that the material will be used for the purposes of construction in its natural state on the site from which it was excavated.”
As a naturally occurring material, SEPA will not normally require a waste management authorisation where:
· the excavated peat is uncontaminated (i.e. in its natural state); and
· the excavated peat is used on the same site from which it was excavated; and
· there is certainty of use on-site, as part of the overall construction project.
SEPA is satisfied that certainty of use is demonstrated where on-site uses are approved via planning, for example through a Peat Management Plan, with clearly defined locations, volumes and phasing. Where planning consent is not required, certainty of use can be demonstrated using other construction plans or design statements. 
Guidance on the form and content of Peat Management Plans is available on our Planning guidance and advice notes webpage. 
Temporary storage of excavated peat prior to use on the site of origin will also not require authorisation from SEPA. However, care must be taken to ensure that storage does not cause environmental harm. For example, highly organic materials such as peat can impact waterbodies via run-off. It is also important to use peat as soon as possible after excavation to reduce carbon losses. 
Peat may be considered waste where it is either:
· Stockpiled without a certain use, or
· Contaminated such that it is no longer in its natural state, or
· Removed from the development site (site of excavation) for recovery or disposal elsewhere. 
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