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Indicative distance criteria for GIS screening of applications for possible effects on SSSIs, SACs
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If you would like this document in an accessible format, such as large print, audio recording or braille, please contact SEPA by emailing equalities@sepa.org.uk 
1. [bookmark: _Toc236984846]Introduction
These are indicative minimum screening distances for emissions to air from the point of emission. The distances may be increased where site-specific circumstances indicate that a greater screening distance is justified.

[bookmark: _Toc236984847]Screening distances for GBR level industrial activities
	EASR Activity
	Screening Distance 

	GBR Activity: Crushing and screening
	No screening



[bookmark: _Toc236984848]Screening distances for registration level industrial activities

	EASR Activity
	Screening Distance 

	Schedule 23, activity 12: Dry Cleaning
	No screening

	Schedule 28, Petrol vapour recovery at service stations
	No screening

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 66: Ensiling of fish (all capacities)
	250 m

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 24: Blending or using cement in bulk at a static location
	1000 m

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 24: Blending or using cement in bulk at a temporary location
	No screening 

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 39: Roadstone coating with bitumen (hot processes)
	500 m 
Refer to section 1.4 (provides values extracted from AQTAG14 Table 1)

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 39: Roadstone coating with bitumen (cold/ambient processes)
	No screening

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 63: Manufacturing of wood products, excluding curing and chemical treatment
	No screening

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 62(2): Road vehicle respraying

	No screening

	Schedule 26, Part 4, Paragraph 68 - Carbon capture for utilisation or storage using direct capture/physical separation methods
	No screening

	Schedule 26, Part 4, Paragraph 69 - Non-waste anaerobic digestion less than 100 tonnes per day
	250 m

	Schedule 11: Incineration of biomass waste between 50kg and 3000kg per hour
	500 m 
Refer to section 1.4 (provides values extracted from AQTAG14 Table 1)

	Schedule 26, Part 4, Paragraph 1 – One or more electricity generators with combined thermal input of more than 1 megawatt
	Refer to section 1.4 (provides values extracted from AQTAG14 Table 1)



[bookmark: _Toc236984849]Screening distances for permit level industrial activities
	EASR Activity
	Screening Distance 

	[bookmark: _Toc236984850]Energy Industries
	

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 1 Combustion – 50 megawatts or more
	Refer to section 1.4 (provides values extracted from AQTAG14 Table 1)

	Schedule 27 – Medium combustion plant over 20MW and below 50MW, or aggregating to over 1MW
	Refer to section 1.4 (provides values extracted from AQTAG14 Table 1)

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraphs 2-4 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 2-4 - Refining Mineral Oil and Gas, Operating Coke Ovens and Coal Gasification and Liquefaction Activities
	15 km


	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 5: Blending odorant for use with natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas
	No screening 

	Schedule 28, Part 1, paragraph 2 (a) storage of petrol in stationary storage tanks at a terminal.
	No screening

	[bookmark: _Toc236984851]Production and processing of metals
	

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraphs 5-8 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 7, 8, and 10-12 - Ferrous Metals
	5 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 9 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 13 & 14 - Non-Ferrous Metals
	10 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 15-18 - Non-Ferrous Metals
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 10 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 19 & 20 - Surface treating metals and plastics
	2 km

	[bookmark: _Toc236984852]Mineral industries
	

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 11 - Production of Cement, Lime and magnesium oxide
	15 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 23, 25-27 – Production, storage or processing of Cement, Lime and magnesium oxide
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 12 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 28 & 29 - Activities Involving Asbestos
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 13 - Glass and Glass Fibre Manufacture
	10 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 30-34 - Glass and Glass Fibre Manufacture
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 14 - Production of Other Mineral Fibres
	2 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 35-41 - Other Mineral Activities
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 15 – Ceramic Production
	5 km

	[bookmark: _Toc236984853]The chemical industry
	

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 16 - Organic Chemicals
	10 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 47-49 - Organic Chemicals
	5 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 17 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 46, 50-53 and 56 - Inorganic Chemicals

	10 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 18 - Chemical fertiliser production
	5 km


	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 20 - Pharmaceutical production
	10 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 21 - Explosives Production
	10 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 54 - Manufacturing activities involving ammonia
	5 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 55 - The storage of chemicals in bulk
	2 km

	[bookmark: _Toc236984854]Waste management
	

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 24 - Incineration and co-incineration of waste
	15 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 26 - Landfill
	5 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 23 - Disposal or recovery of hazardous waste
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 25 – Disposal or recovery of non-hazardous waste (including Anaerobic Digestion of over 100 tonnes of waste per day)
	2 km

	[bookmark: _Toc236984855]Other activities
	

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 29 - Paper, pulp and panel manufacturing activities
	10 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 36 - Carbon activities – Part A
	5 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 59 - Tar and bitumen processes
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 30 & 35 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 62 (1) and (3) - Coating activities, printing and textile treatments
	2 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 62 (4) - The manufacture of dyestuffs, printing ink and coating materials
	2 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 58: Cremation of human remains.
	5 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 38 And Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 63 - Manufacturing of wood products, including curing and chemical treatment
	2 km

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 60 & 61- Activities involving rubber
	2 km

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 31-33 and Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraphs 64-65 and 67 - The treatment of animal and vegetable matter and food industries
	2 km (unless associated with combustion plant)

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 39, Independently operated wastewater treatment plants
	1 km to 3 km dependent on risk

	Schedule 20, Part 4, Paragraph 37 – Capture of CO2 streams from industrial activities for the purposes of geological storage
	2 km (unless associated with combustion plant)

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 68 - Carbon capture for utilisation or storage using mechanisms such as chemical or physical absorption
	2 km (unless associated with combustion plant)

	Schedule 26, Part 3, Paragraph 69 - Non-waste anaerobic digestion of more than 100 tonnes per day
	2 km (unless associated with combustion plant)

	[bookmark: _Toc236984856]Solvent emission activities
	

	Schedule 23 Solvent Emissions activities
	Only very localised emissions expected, therefore need not be screened





[bookmark: _Toc236984857]Screening distances for combustion activities
This section provides the AQTAG14 screening distance values used for combustion activities. These values are taken from “AQTAG 14: Guidance on identifying ‘relevance’ for assessment under the Habitats Regulations for Environmental Permitting Regulations (EPR) installations and Environmental Authorisations (Scotland) Regulations (EASR) activities with combustion processes”, which is available from SEPA on request.
The values are based on combustion plant size and fuel type and provide a precautionary initial screening for potential impacts on Protected Areas. To ensure that worst-case impacts are assessed, the combined rated thermal input of all combustion plants at the installation or authorised place should be used.
Fuel sulphur content affects process contributions to acid deposition and determines whether SO₂ critical levels apply. The following points may help you select the correct screening distance:
· Gas oil includes ultra-low sulphur diesel and low sulphur diesel.
· Biogas and landfill gas should be considered as “gas other than natural gas”
· Incinerators (including waste incinerators) should be considered as “solid and liquid heavy fuel oil combustion appliances”
	Combined rated thermal input (MWth) of combustion plant
	Screening Distance for Natural gas and gas oil combustion appliances (Fuels with no SO2 ELVs) 
	Screening distance for gas other than Natural Gas combustion appliances (Lower sulphurous fuel)
	Screening distance for solid and liquid heavy fuel oil combustion appliances (Higher sulphurous fuel)

	<1
	500 m
	750 m
	1.5 km

	1 - 2
	750 m
	1 km
	2 km

	2 – 5
	1 km
	1.5 km
	4 km

	5 – 10
	1.5 km
	4 km
	8 km

	10 – 20
	2.5 km
	5 km
	10 km

	20 - 50
	5 km
	10 km
	13 km

	50 - 100
	7 km
	12 km
	15 km

	100 - 500
	10 km
	15 km
	15 km

	500 – 1,000
	15 km
	15 km
	15 km














[bookmark: _Toc184981253][bookmark: _Toc195520101][bookmark: _Toc195520179][bookmark: _Toc195532995][bookmark: _Toc195533092][bookmark: _Toc198886553][bookmark: _Toc236984858]Disclaimer
This guidance is based on the law as it stood when the guidance was published.
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes:
· any direct, indirect and consequential losses
· any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise.
SEPA reserves the right to depart from this guidance and take appropriate action as it considers necessary or appropriate. Operators are responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with the law. If necessary, independent legal / specialist advice should be sought.
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