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Purpose
Guidance on the requirement for waste to be treated prior to landfill. 
Prior treatment
Waste must usually be treated before it is sent to landfill. Treatment must:
· Be a physical, thermal, chemical or biological process including sorting.
· Change the characteristics of the waste to reduce its volume or hazards or make it easier to handle or recover.
Treatment is not required for:
· Inert waste where treatment is not technically feasible.
· Non-hazardous or hazardous waste where treatment would not reduce its quantity or the risk to people’s health or the environment.
Treatment may be carried out either before acceptance to landfill or after acceptance to landfill but not as part of the landfilling operation (i.e. compaction after deposit at the landfill).
The variation of waste streams arriving at landfills means that it is not possible to derive prescriptive set rules for different waste types. 
SEPA expects that for each waste stream the available treatment options and their ability to deliver the treatment objectives are considered and assessed.  
Waste can be treated by sorting different components from mixed waste and sending some of it for reuse, recycling, or recovery.
In many cases the waste producer may be carrying out treatment as part of their normal operations (i.e. sorting of waste into segregated streams) and many waste streams are subject to some form of treatment during the normal procedures of production, collection and transport. 
Evidence of prior treatment
Waste producers and managers must confirm in writing to the landfill operator, either:
· That the waste has been treated. 
· The reasons why the waste has not been treated.
The output of the treatment should be described as part of the waste’s basic characterisation and to comply with the waste duty of care.
The landfill operator must assess this evidence and keep records in accordance with their Permit conditions. 
Disclaimer 
This guidance is based on the law as it stood when the guidance was published. 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes: 
1. any direct, indirect and consequential losses
1. any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise
SEPA reserves the right to depart from this guidance and take appropriate action as it considers necessary or appropriate.  Applicants and authorised persons are responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with the law. If necessary, independent legal / specialist advice should be sought.
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