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Introduction
This guidance provides advice for anyone managing asbestos contaminated demolition wastes. It sets out when it is necessary to consign that material as hazardous waste to an authorised site. 
Although the use of new asbestos products has been banned since 1999 any asbestos containing material (ACM) installed before 1999 can remain in place and there is a risk that any demolition works carried out on buildings more than 15 years old has the potential to produce asbestos contaminated demolition wastes.
It is best practice to remove asbestos from buildings prior to demolition. However, this is not always possible e.g. when a building is unsafe to enter. Where asbestos is not removed prior to demolition then assessment is required as to whether the resulting demolition material is hazardous waste.
Classifying asbestos contaminated demolition wastes 
All types of Asbestos are carcinogenic and therefore Asbestos contaminated wastes are assessed by threshold calculation and are measured against the threshold value for the HP7 – Carcinogenic Hazard Property which is 0.1% w/w.
Asbestos will generally appear in demolition wastes in two forms, as identifiable pieces of asbestos contaminated material (ACMs) or as ‘free and dispersed fibres’.
Identifiable pieces
Where easily identifiable, i.e. visible to the naked eye, for example, cement sheeting or floor tiles, the status of pieces of suspected asbestos contaminated material (ACM) may be assessed in isolation. The identifiable pieces will be deemed special waste if the concentration of asbestos, in the piece of ACM, is at or above 0.1% w/w. 
Where demolition takes place without prior removal of asbestos then the resultant demolition material will be deemed to be hazardous waste, until proven otherwise, if it contains any identifiable pieces of ACM. 
It may be acceptable to remove these ACM’s. The removal of suspected ACMs should be done without causing risk to human health or the environment. SEPA would advise users to refer to the Health & Safety Executive before attempting the removal of suspected ACMs. 
Where the pieces of ACM have not been removed the waste is viewed as being ‘mixed waste’ and should be described using the following EWC code: 17 06 05* Construction material containing asbestos. 
Please Note: In Scotland there is no de-minimis for levels of hazardous waste if it is mixed with non-hazardous waste.
Where the identifiable pieces of ACMs have been safely removed from the waste, they can be classified using the following EWC code: 17 06 01* Insulation material containing asbestos. 
Free and dispersed fibres
Where the asbestos fibres are free and dispersed the waste will be classified as hazardous waste if the waste, as a whole, exhibits an asbestos content of 0.1% or more. The waste can be classified using the following European Waste Catalogue (EWC) code: 17 06 05* Construction material containing asbestos. 
Disclaimer
This guidance is based on the law as it stood when the guidance was published. 
Whilst every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of this guidance, SEPA gives no warranty, covenant or undertaking (express or implied) regarding the fitness for purpose of, or any error, omission or discrepancy in this guidance. Reliance on its contents and the contents of any websites that are linked to or from this guidance is entirely at the user’s own risk. SEPA is not liable for any loss or damage that may come from using this guidance. This includes: 
any direct, indirect and consequential losses
any loss or damage caused by civil wrongs, breach of contract or otherwise
SEPA reserves the right to depart from this guidance and take appropriate action as it considers necessary or appropriate.  Applicants and authorised persons are responsible for ensuring that they are compliant with the law. If necessary, independent legal / specialist advice should be sought.
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